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w 
New Year Watch 


By Helen Frazee Bower 


“For I the Lord thy God will hold thy right 
hand, saying unto thee, Fear not; I will help 
thee” (Isa. 41:13). 


ONE are the hopes, the dreams, the 
things I planned: 
This tired old year is slipping from my 
hand. , 
I cannot hold it longer if I would; 
And, Lord, Thou knowest, would not if 
I could. 


Here on its margin, breathlessly, I stand, 

Eager to take the New Year from Thy 
hand: 

When, suddenly, through tear-dimmed 
eyes, I see 

_ Only the hand, once wounded, Lord, for 

me; 


And in the dark, I lay earth’s dreams 
aside— 
My hoe no wider than a hand is wide— 


Only Thy hand, Thy nail-pierced ha 
in mine. 

A California friend recently wrote the 
Editor that Mrs, Frazee-Bower had been 
struck by a car, is paralyzed from the neck 
down, and is in the Crenshaw Hospital, Los 
Angeles, So it seemed appropriate to re- 
print her thoughtful poem from the issue 
of January 2, 1954; and to request the 
prayers of Times readers for her. 


re 
The Outlook or the Uplook? 


As usual, there will be much specu- 
lation concerning the outlook for the 
coming year. Statesmen will scan the 
world horizons, politicians will have 


Not length of days I need—this I nage 


their eyes on elections, businessmen will 
watch the stock market and the rise and 
fall of prices, and scientists will keep on 
exploring the atom and the stratosphere. 
In the air will be such questions as 
these: Has Russia got bigger and more 
hydrogen bombs (or some later type) 
than the United States? What is the 
AFL-CIO merger going to do to busi- 
ness and industry? How are Admiral 
Byrd and his men getting along on their 
Antarctic expedition? There will be all 
sorts of forecasts about weather, war, 
and wages, but not a soul on earth really 
knows what is going to happen during 
the next twenty-four hours. The pros- 
perity of our own country has its dan- 
gerous aspects, for it is fertile soil for 
pride and deadens men’s concern about 
sin, Heaven, and hell. What faint 
glimpses they may have caught of a 
heavenly vision in their childhood in 
Sunday school are blurred by the tele- 
vision screen; and an insatiable appetite 
for the daily news spoils their taste for 
the Good News. The outlook is never 
as good as the uplook. There was a time 
when the mighty King Nebuchadnezzar 
looked down, and “was driven from men, 
and did eat grass as oxen, and his body 
was wet with the dew of heaven, till 
his hairs were grown like eagles’ feath- 
ers, and his nails like birds’ claws.” It 
was not until he lifted up his eyes unto 
Heaven and his understanding returned 


A Missing Note in 


N MAKING it clear that the Gospel 
offers free, full pardon to those who 
believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, it 

seems to be overlooked too often that 

true faith includes repentance. We for- 
get to explain what repentance is and 








Comfort for Dark Days 


“Thou wilt shew me the path of 
life: in thy, presence is fulness of 
joy; at thy right hand there are 
pleasures for evermore”: (Psa. 16: 
11). 




















By J. E. 


and he said, “I blessed the most High 
and I praised and honoured him tha 
liveth for ever, whose dominion is’ an 
everlasting dominion, and his kingdom is 
from generation to generation” (Dan. 4: 
33, 34). As has been said before in these 
columns, while no one knows what the 
future holds, the Christian knows WHO 
holds the future, and His plans for this 
world will not fail. So, while we are th 
the world yet not of it, and the things of 
the world touch us closely and affect us 
deeply, yet it is not only possible, but 
far better for us to set our affection on 
things above, not on things on the earth 
(Col. 3:2). If our hopes are entwined 
about a dear wife or husband, or our 
children, or even the slow, painful ac- 
complishment of a work for God, all of 
these may perish and with them our 
hopes. But there is still one bright hope 
left for the believer, “that blessed hope, 
and the glorious appearing of the great 
God and our Saviour, Jesus Christ” 
(Titus 2:13); and He who is “the root 
and the offspring of David, and the 
bright and morning star” (Rev. 22:16) 
might appear this year to dispel the 
world’s darkness. In the meantime, our 
duty and our privilege is to occupy till 
He comes, to bend every sanctified 
effort to the end “that, when he shall 
appear, we may have confidence, and 
not be ashamed before him at his com- 
ing” (1 John 2:28). 


* 


Modern Preaching 


Harris 
what it requires. The result is what 
has been called “easy believism” rather 
than saving faith. To correct this we 
must restore a missing note to modern 
preaching, the call to repent. 
Repentance is more than fear of pun- 
ishment. People can become alarmed 
over their guilt and the punishment 
it may incur without repenting. Real 
repentance hates the sin, not merely the 
penalty. Blasphemous sailors have been 
known to cry out for God’s sparing 
mercy in a terrible storm, but when 
the storm had passed they remained the 
same blasphemers they were before. All 
their concern was the possibility of ship 
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wreck and drowning and a hereafter for 
which they were unprepared. But, the 
danger over, they failed to turn from 
their sins and thus showed they had not 
repented. 

Repentance is more than sorrow over 
sin’s consequences. Judas may have 
thought that the Lord Jesus would use 
His power to protect Himself from the 
worst His enemies might do. He could 
not conceive that He would actually be 
slain by those to whom he was betray- 
ing Him. But when he saw how things 
were shaping, that Christ was going to 
death, he was overwhelmed with re- 
morse. But it was sorrow for the con- 
sequences his sin had brought about, 
more than grief over the sin itself. Many 
@ man in prison today is sorry he is there, 
sorry he was caught, sorry for the con- 
sequences of his misdoing. But mere 
vain regrets never saved a soul yet. 
The question is not, Are you sorry? but, 
Are you sorry enough to cease disobey- 
ing God, sorry enough to turn from 
your sins? 

Again, repentance is more than ac- 
knowledging our sin, or being convicted 
of it. Hardened Pharaoh said, “I have 
sinned.” So did insincere Balaam, as 
also did Achan, King Saul, and Judas. 
Some of them were deeply convicted 
of sin, but they did not repent. It is 
one thing to see yourself a sinner and 
another to be so changed within that 
you cease to do evil. 

Repentance is turning from sin and 
seeking release from it. It has been 
defined as “an inward turning from sin 
and a disposition to seek pardon and 
cleansing.” It is inward, more than a 
bit of outward self-reform. It is an inner 
turning from sin as no longer cherish- 
ing it, desiring it, condoning it, no 
longer willingly yielding to it. Here 
is an inward change of attitude toward 
sin, Where once we thought lightly of sin, 
now we feel the seriousness of it. Where 
once we inclined toward sin, now we 
incline against it and away from it. 
The break from old sinful habit may 
not be complete and immediate, but 
inwardly there has been a turning from 
it and the person will never rest till 
he is outwardly free from it. 

Moody used to, say that repentance 
involved a right-about-face. We see it 
in the Prodigal. To say, “I will go to 
my father,” and to do it was a right- 
about-face for him. Or, take the son 
in another parable; him to whom the 
father said, “Go work today in my vine- 
yard.” His reply was, “I will not.” We 
can see ourselves there. How often have 
we set our will against God’s! We know 
His Law, we hear His command, yet 
we deliberately decide not to obey but 
to please ourselves. However, the son 
afterward repented and went and did the 
work his father required. A change of 
mind and of action took place. A com- 
plete right-about-face occurred, and that 
was repentance. It has been said that 
man is born with his face turned against 
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God and, when he repents, it is turned 
around toward God. 

Genuine repentance is known by its 
fruit in the life. When Zacchaeus was 
converted he undertook to give half his 
possessions to the poor and to restore 
fourfold ought he had taken wrongfully 
from any. Repentance works that way. 
It moves people to put things right. 
Moody told of a man who confessed 
to him that he had stolen $1,500 from his 
employers and it lay heavily on his con- 
science. Moody insisted he must confess 
to his employers and make restitution. 
The man protested that would mean a 
prison sentence and he did not have 
enough money to repay the whole 
amount, Moody still insisted that was 
the only way, and undertook to inter- 
view the employers, tell the facts, and 
ask for consideration to be shown. This 
was done and then the man was called 
in. He acknowledged his sin, offered 
what money he had, $950, and things 
were settled out of court and in a Chris- 
tian spirit. But Moody was right in 
requiring the man to take the hard way. 
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No “easy-believism” about Moody’s 
counsel. 3 

Fruits befitting repentance take in 
such things as confession of guilt, sur- 
render to Christ, turning from sin, repa- 
ration for wrong done, a return to right 
moral conduct, and a profession of faith 
in Christ. And anyone walking in sin, 
whether he be unsaved or backslidden, 
needs to repent. It is essential to the 
salvation of the sinner and to. the re- 
covery of the backslidden Christian. 

We have said that real repentance 
hates the sin, not merely the penalty 
or the consequences. Now we must say ” 
that nothing so moves the soul to hate 
its sin as to see and feel God’s amazing 
love. When to conviction of sin is added 
a clear view of God’s redeeming love 
and power released at Calvary for sin- 
ners, then we truly hate our sin and 
turn from it to Christ willingly. “But 
God commendeth his love toward us, 
in that, while we were yet sinners, 
Christ died for us” (Rom. 5:8). And the 
choice to break with sin and link up*to 
Christ can be made in a moment. 


Notes ON OPEN LETTERS 


The Resurrected Saints 
in. Jerusalem 
Please explain Matthew 27:52, 53. I 
belong to the Community 

Church (Evangelical), and we have 

prayer meetings each Wednesday 

night. Our teacher cannot explain 
this and no one in the group ever 
heard a minister preach on it—A 

Pennsylvania reader. 

It hardly seems that Matthew 27:52, 
53 needs much explanation, since it is 
clearly a statement of fact. The text 
reads: “And the graves were opened; 
and many bodies of the saints which 
slept arose, and came out of the graves 
after his resurrection, and went into the 
holy city, and appeared unto many.” 
Probably it raises the question, What 
happened to these saints after this res- 
urrection? Did they have to die again? 
Here are two expositions from sound 
commentators: 

“That these bodies returned to their 
graves is not said and may not be in- 
ferred. The wave-sheaf (Lev. 23:10@4 
typifies the resurrection of Christ, Muf 
a sheaf implies plurality. It was a sin- 
gle ‘corn of wheat’ that fell into the 
ground in the crucifixion and entomb- 
ment of Christ (John 12:24); it was 
a sheaf which came forth in resur- 
rection. The inference is that these 
saints, with the spirits of ‘just men made 
perfect’ (Heb. 12:23) from Paradise, 
went with Jesus (Eph. 4:8-10) into 
heaven.”—Scofield Reference Bible, page 
1042. 

“These sleeping saints (see on 1 Thess. 
4:14) were Old Testament believers, who 
—according to the usual punctuation in 
our version—were quickened into res- 





urrection-life at the moment of their 
Lord’s death, but lay in their graves 
till His resurrection, when they came 
forth. But it is far more natural, as we 
think, and consonant with other. Scrip- 
tures, to understand that only the graves 
were opened, probably by the earth- 
quake, at our Lord’s death, and this 
only in preparation for the subsequent 
exit of those who:slept in them, when 
the Spirit of life should enter into them 
from their risen Lord, and along with 
Him they should come forth, trophies 
of His victory over the grave. Thus, 
in the opening of the graves at the 
moment of the Redeemer’s expiring, 
there was a glorious symbolical proc- 
lamation that the Death which had just 
taken place had ‘swallowed up death 
in victory’; and whereas the saints that 
slept in them were awakened only by 
their risen Lord, to accompany Him out 
of the tomb, it was fitting that ‘the 
Prince of Life’ ‘should be the First that 
should rise from the dead’ (Acts 26:23; 
@Cor. 15:20, .23;.Col. 1:18; Rev. 1:5), 
nd went into the holy city—that city 
where He, in virtue of whose resurrec- 
tion they were now alive, had been con- 
demned, and appeared unto many—that 
there might be undeniable evidence of 
their own resurrection first, and through 
it of their Lord’s. Thus, .while it was 
not deemed fitting that He Himself 
should appear again in Jerusalem, save 
to the disciples, provision was made 
that the fact of His resurrection should 
be left in no doubt. It must be ob- 


served, however, that the resurrection 
of these sleeping saints was not like 
those of the widow of Nain’s son, of 


(Continued on page 17) 
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There’s a Harvest in Your Home 


Some happy surprises that came from 
a growing Good News Club 


(44 ELLO, Mrs. Rummell!” shouted 
Ronnie, across the street in 
center of town the other day. 

“We're regular church members now!” 

Ronnie, aged ten, doesn’t understand 
the meaning of church membership, but 
he felt that way because the Children’s 
Chapel he has attended the past few 
years has grown up. It displays a new 
sign out in front—“Bible Church of 
Syosset.” Now there are morning and 
evening services for Mother and Dad 
every Sunday, instead of just a Sunday 
school for boys and girls. 

And the Children’s Chapel, which has 
been carrying on Sunday school, Good 
News Club, and Pioneer Girls, weekly; 
as well as Vacation Bible School each 
summer, looks humbly back to its birth 
in a Good News Club started five years 
ago in a private home, with six chil- 
dren in attendance. That home was 
the planting ground for a harvest. 

Little could the teacher know what 
her Lord had planned, but step by step 
He shaped the pattern of the growing 
Good News Club until it needed head- 
quarters of its very own in which to 
meet. Neighborhood Christians co- 
operated to help buy a house with which 
to fill that need. 

The basement was remodeled into a 
simple chapel, with separate entrance, 
lavatory facilities for the children, ade- 


When this story first cfme to the 
Times, the Editor wrote to Mrs. 
Rummell to ask for more details. 
She kindly revised it, and modestly 
wrote: “The task would have been 
easier, I am sure, had it been some- 
one else’s story, but you see, the Lord 
gave me the privilege of starting 
that little club, and directing the 
work of the chapel for these past 
five years. Because of this, I was 
hesitant to write about it lest it 
should look as though I wanted rec- 
ognition for it, but the case is quite 
the reverse—I want all the glory to 
be His—it is enough that He gave 
me the privilege. For this reason, 
I was also quite hesitant about the 
way I have started the new article, 
although it was a true incident, and 
I wondered somewhat if the Lord had 
let it happen that way to be used 
in this article. .. . I finally used this 
one, as naturally I would have to 
at least know about the work in 
order to write of it.” So it is now 
given to Sunday School Times 
readers, in the hope that it may en- 
courage other mothers and teachers 
as they try to bring the Gospel to 
children in their own neighbor- 
hoods. 








quate lighting, and tiled ceiling and for boys and girls. This example 


floor. The upstairs was rented for liv- siven as an encouraging illustration of 
ing quarters to help defray the carrying how the Lord can increase a small be- 


expenses. The building became known ginning made for Him, 


as the Children’s Chapel; other Chris- 


the column of Church Notices. of His vineyard. For who would dare 
to estimate the value of even one young 

A Fast-Growing Community soul? 
Meanwhile Syosset was growing—one Today, more and more Christian 


of those mushrooming communities on women are realizing that they can have 
Long Island. Christians moving into the opportunity of working in His har- 
Syosset thought it sadly lacking in vest fields within their very own homes. 
church facilities, and God channeleg +«»A,Good News or Bible Club is like an 
their ‘thoughts into organizing af individual plot under cultivation, and 
independent, nondenominational Bible tender young shoots, 
church, to reach out for Him to the rap- planting, may be found ‘today on almost 
ery village or city street. Any time 
lished Children’s Chapel and newly or- of the year is a favorable growing sea- 
ganized Bible Church joined forces and_ son, and-it is amazing to see how the 
facilities, and that is why Ronnie proudly boys and girls who attend will soak up 


idly increasing population. The estab- ev 


However, had the number never 
tians gave their help, and the local grown beyond the original six, it would 
paper inserted the Chapel’s program in Still have been just as much a part 


feels that he is a “regular church mem-_ the Water of Life! 


ber now.” 


Yes, today, the harvest truly is great 
Six children—a Good News Club— —with the teeming population of chil- 
a private home—the planting for harvest. dren to be found on every hand, but 


Not every such club grows to this the laborers are so few! 


extent; perhaps there was a special need 


listic, Gospel programs available there 





You can fill in the gap in your neigh- 
for its development into a Children’s borhood by opening your home once a 
Chapel because of the dearth of evange-, week to boys and girls, perhaps as they 
pass by your door on the way home 


ideal for trans- 
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from school. It is your opportunity for 
serving on a mission field, as you teach 
them Gospel hymns and choruses, mem- 
ory verses, Bible stories, and’ most of 
all, of their loving Saviour, who said, 
“Suffer little children to come unto me.” 
Children, too, have hearts that are hun- 
gry for the peace and joy that only 
Christ can give, but’ they need someone 
to tell them! ’ 

Perhaps by now you are thinking: 
“Yes, but does it ‘take’? Does the teach- 
ing given these young children, many of 
them from unsaved families, really reach 
through to their hearfs and produce real 
fruit?” 

I, too, wondered at first, how much 
the experience of salvation could really 
reach through to a young child’s heart 
—a child who perhaps never heard about 
his need of a Saviour, except at Good 
News Club—a child whose parents 
perhaps never entered church, or dis- 
cussed Christian topics at home. 

Susan, aged six, professed to accept 
Christ at Daily Vacation Bible School. 
About eight months later, she sat in 
Good News Club listening to the story 
of Nicodemus and the new birth. Paral- 
lels were being drawn between the natu- 
ral and the spiritual birth, “When we 
are born into our earthly family, our 
parents, aunts and uncles, and grand- 
parents are all very happy,” explained 
the teacher. “Who do you think is 
happy when we are born into God's 
family?” 

Susan, with a radiant smile on her 
face, and obviously thinking aloud to 
herself, rather than intending to answer 
the teacher, said, “Me!” 


Her Spiritual Birthday 


As the lesson progressed, mention was 
made of the yearly remembrance of 
our natural birthdays and how it is good 
to remember our spiritual birthdays, too. 
After class, Susan came up to the 
teacher, asking, “What was the date 
when we had Vacation Bible School 
last summer?” When queried as to why 
she wanted to know, that same happy 
smile appeared as she answered, “Be- 
cause that’s when it was!” Susan 
turned out to be a little girl not ashamed 
to witness to her friends about Jesus. 

It would be hard to tell in words 
what little incidents such as this come 
to mean to the teacher. As one works 
with the same group of youngsters, 
week by week, the changing expres- 
sions on their faces often become sign- 
posts as to the work of the Holy Spirit 
that is going on in their hearts, Many 
times a growing look of concern on a 
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little face as the way of salvation is 
explained is a signal, to the teacher, that 
another little lamb is nearing the door 
to the fold. 

And the outreach spreads to other 
children, as those in the Bible Club often 
play with other friends, and repeat the 
songs and stories they have learned. Many 
parents, too, have been prodded into 
listening to their child memorizing 
Scripture for a contest, who otherwise 
would have no time for God’s Word. 
And so the rewards come back to the 
teacher manifold. 

Previous teaching experience is of 
great. help, but it is not a necessity. 
Assistance for amateurs is abundant 
these days in the form of visual aids, 
object lessons, films, filmstrips, and 
books on teaching, produced by reliable 
publishing houses. Also the Child 
Evangelism Fellowship with headquar- 
ters in Pacific Palisades, Calif., and 


branches in major cities, provides a 
valuable teacher-training course by 
correspondence, as well as excellent 


series of visual aid lessons on outstand- 
ing Bible themes and characters. Through 
their branch offices they offer confer- 
ence sessions, local teacher-training 
classes, and workshop meetings where 
children’s workers from neighboring 
towns can meet together and see the 
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new ideas in teaching materials that 
are constantly being made available. 
Many of these are timed for use with 
holidays and special seasons as they 
approach. 

Children love competition; and con- 
tests for attendance, bringing others, 
and learning verses are very helpful in 
making a Bible Club attractive to them. 
The rewards for their efforts may be 
kept simple and inexpensive. 

“Harvest work” among children -has 
many advantages. It brings the Gospel 
to an eternal soul at a time when that 
soul is still tender, and touchable. It 
answers the need even children feel in 
their lives, for a purpose in living. It 
gives an early basis for a maturing life 
of fellowship with God and a Christ- 
honoring relationship with men. An- 
other has well said that when a child 
is saved, not only a soul is saved, but 
a whole life is saved, to live for the 
Lord Jesus. 

As you pray for others to go forth, ask 
the Lord if He has some “homework” 
for you to do. Start such a club for 
boys and girls in your home, and you 
will be happy to find that the Lord of 
the harvest has peony a part of His 
vineyard at your very doorstep! 


Hicksvit_e, L. I, N. Y. 


X. Things a Christian Should Know 


The power of prayer 


HEN thinking of some of the im- 

portant matters which a Christian 
should know, it should be remembered 
that when we say “know,” we do not 
mean merely to have an intellectual 
knowledge, but to have it as a vital and 
practical experience in our daily lives. 
It is just as this takes place that our 
spiritual lives become fruitful and ef- 
fective and that we live to the glory of 
God. 

In this article we shall think of the 
power of prayer. It is quite impossible 
to say very much about this tremendous 
subject in a brief article, but one pas- 
sage may be mentioned that has been 
of tremendous help to many who have 
been seeking to understand some of the 
main principles connected with effec- 
tive praying. ‘It is 1 John 5:14, 15. John 
wrote these words, “And this is the 
confidence [or boldness] that we have 
in him, that, if we ask anything accord- 
ing to his will, he heareth us; and if 
we know that he hear us, whatsoever we 
ask, we know that we have the petitions 
that we desired of him.” These verses 
contain several very important state- 
ments. Let us take them up one by one. 

1. The Confidence We Have. When we 
come before the Lord in prayer, we as 
His children have certain rights and 
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privileges that are not granted to any 
save those who have been born again 
and are therefore members of the fam- 
ily of God. One of those privileges is 
that, inasmuch as we are His children, 
we have the right of access into His 
presence at any and all times, and, 
moreover, we also have the right to 
claim in faith for ourselves those things 
that He has prepared for us and has 
promised to us. These two things alone 
should give us confidence or boldness 
before the Lord and enable us to pray 
in faith and without doubts or fears as 
to whether we have any right to ask 
God for things, or to expect that He 
will in any way hear and answer. So 
often I have heard prayers* that were 
so phrased that it was very evident that 
the one who was praying had no ex- 
pectation that the prayer would be an- 
swered and was merely going through 
the motions of prayer in the hope that, 
by doing so, the anxiety and burden 
of soul would be somewhat relieved. 
2. The Certainty of His Hearing Us. 
The second statement in these verses 
speaks to us of the certainty of God’s 
hearing us when we pray. John says 
that our confidence lies in the fact that 
we know that if we.ask anything ac- 
cording to God’s will, He hears us, That 
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sentence immediately raises the ques- 
tion as to how we can be sure that we 
are asking for something that is accord- 
ing to His will. In regard to this matter, 
Scripture gives us a good deal of light. 
To. ask according to the Lord’s will 
means several things. It means first of 
all that we are asking for certain bless- 
ings, either upon ourselves or upon 
others, that His name may be glorified 
and that His holy will may be fulfilled. 
It is so easy at times to pray for things 
for ourselves, or for our loved ones, 
purely from‘a selfish motive and apart 
from any desire to glorify God.. This 
promise will not apply to those prayers. 

It also means that we will ask in com- 
plete dependence upon the name and 
the atoning work of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. We must realize that, apart from 
Him and what He has done for us, we 
have no right whatsoever to expect any- 
thing from God, and have no right even to 
enter into His presence. All our pray- 
ing, therefore, must be done in a Spirit 
of reverence and gratitude to the Lord 
Jesus Christ for His great work for us, 
in a spirit also of complete depend- 
ence upon Him and in no sense depend- 
ing on our merit or goodness, 

Then again, to ask according to His 
will also will mean that we must ask 
for the things that God has for us and 
which He desires us to have. A great 
many of such matters are revealed to 
us in the Scriptures. They include par- 
don for our sins, guidance that we may 
do His will, strength that we may be 
enabled and equipped to live to His 
glory, victory over all our sins and temp- 
tations, wisdom and discernment to dis- 
tinguish between the things that are 
right and wrong, and a heart that shall 
be pure and sensitive to the presence 
and the direction of the Holy Spirit. All 
of these things are absolutely neces- 
sary if our lives are to be to the glory 
and praise of God, and they have all 
been promised to those who love Him, 
so that, as we ask for them, we can be 
perfectly sure that we are praying in 
accordance with His will for us. | 

3. The Certainty of the Answers. In 
these two verses, John tells us first of 
all of the confidence, or boldness, we 
should have in the presence of the Lord 
as we pray. Secondly, of the certainty 
that, if we ask in accordance with His 
will, He will hear us. And now the third 
great statement is that if we know that 
He hears us, whatsoever we ask, we 
know that we have the petitions that 
we desire of Him. To put that same truth 
in slightly different words, we are told 
that when we are quite certain that we 
ask in accordance with His will for us, 
we know that He hears us; and when 
we know that, we can be equally cer- 
tain, regardless of what our requests may 
have been, that the answer is now on 
its way. If we know that that is the 
case, then we have the right of thanking 
the Lord for the answer, and praising 
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Him for His faithfulness in keeping His 
word, and thereby claiming and receiv- 
ing in faith the promised blessing. 
Let us see how that will work out in 
actual practice. I am in a difficult spot 
and so do not know which way to turn 
or what the Lord’s will for me is. In 
simple faith, I bow in His presence, ac- 
knowledging that He knows the whole 
situation and has permitted it to come 
to me in order that I may receive a 
- special blessing and learn to know Him 
more clearly. Then I claim from Him 
the direction that I need in order that 
I may know His will and carry it out 
in a way that shall glorify Him. But 
I do not stop at this point; then I go on 
to thank Him in faith for His guidance, 
which I know that I shall receive at 
just the right time. And then, having 
committed myself anew to Him for all 
things, I go away in peace and in the 
confidence that He will not permit me 
to make an error in judgment, but will 
give me the needed light at just the 
right time. I have tried this myself on 
numerous occasions, and I have seen the 
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Lord work out the problems of others 
again and again when they have been 
put into His hands for settlement. He is 
faithful and we can count on Him at 
all times to keep His promises to us, 
if only we are ready to trust and to obey 
at all costs. 

So often I find people asking for guid- 
ance as to God’s plans for them, but 
at the same time having the mental res- 
ervation that if His plan does not fit in 
with their desires, they will find some 
excuse or alibi for not following through. 
In other words, they are praying. that 
God may approve their own plans and 
desires instead of being willing to ac- 
cept His plans for them. It should be 
unnecessary to Say that these people do 
not receive the answers that they want. 
And very often they grumble about 
what they consider the unfair treatment 
they have received, 

We all néed many lessons in the school 
of prayer, and we should constantly 
ask the Lord to teach us to pray. Per- 
haps these two verses that we have 
been considering in this chapter are 
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among the most important ones on the 
subject, but there are many others. In 
closing, let me remind you of one more 
passage; it is James 1:6, 7, “Let him ask 
in faith, nothing wavering. For he that 
wavereth is like a wave of the sea driven 
with the wind and tossed. For let not 
that man think that he shall receive any- 
thing of the Lord.” To ask in faith is 
another necessity. To doubt is to dis- 
honor God, for it reveals a question in 
our minds as to whether He meant what 
He said, and whether we can trust Him. 

The Lord delights to answer the 
prayers of His children when they are 
offered aright, and He rejoices to see 
us rejoicing in His faithfulness. He 
Himself said to His disciples, “Hitherto 
have ye asked nothing in my name: 
ask, and ye shall receive, that your joy 
may be full.” May God give us all 
grace to learn to pray in faith, to pray 
according to His will, and to pray that 
He may be glorified. Then we. shall find 
that our prayer lives are effective and 

(Continued on page 19) 








The General Speaks 


A personal testimony by Lievtenant-General William K. Harrison, Jr. 


T IS wonderful to be a believer in 

the Lord Jesus Christ and I am ex- 
ceedingly thankful that God has gra- 
ciously led me to saving faith in Christ. 
In the Bible, the Word of God, the Lord 
has promised that anyone who believes 
in His only begotten Son, the 
Lord Jesus Christ, has been 
forgiven his sin and its conse- 
quences, has been given eternal 
life, and has entered forever 
into the Kingdom of God. God 
has done this for me entirely 
of His own gracious kindness, 
in spite of the fact that I am, 
of course, unworthy, as is every 
other person. 

God gives us who believe in 
Christ a daily personal experi- 
ence which is convincing evi- 
dence of the reality of the new 
life in Christ. I find that God 
changes my life and gives me 
victory over the evil weakness 
of my human nature. I have 
found by experience that God 
does give joy, peace of mind, 
and absolute assurance for the 
future. It is not given to us to 
see into the future except as 
it is revealed in the Bible, and 
therefore, as a Christian, I am 
dependent on God and with all 
other believers have absolute 
confidence that God goes with 
me and will not fail me nor 
Anyone who has 





future without fear, worry, or doubt. 
Certainly, I have every reason to be 
thankful to God. 

The blessings which I have received, 
and certainly shall receive from God, 
are available to anybne who will trust 
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Lt.-General William K. Harrison, Jr. 


in the Lord Jesus Christ. I have ob- 
served that to most people the Gospel 
of Christ appears tobe foolish, and 
while they understand what the words 
mean in a purely intellectual sense, 
they do not apply these words to them- 
selves. It is a sad thing to see 
people defiantly reject the 
mercy of God when they could 
experience all the joy of sal- 
vation. 

I hope that some who read 
this will understand that my 
experience has been real. It is 
not philosophy; it is not fatal- 
ism; it is nothing but taking 
at His word the omnipotent God 
who controls in all details 
everything that is in the uni- 
verse, and who loves to do good 
things for men in spite of their 
enmity against Him. 





Editor’s Note.—This is a reprint of 
a leaflet published by the Ameri- 
can Tract Society, 21 West 46th St.., 
New York 36, and used with per- 
mission. It has had a circulation of 
about 900,000, mostly in English, with 
slightly over 100,000 each in Spanish 
and Korean. General Harrison is 
Commander in Chief of the Carib- 
bean Command, and was senior dele- 
gate of the United Nations Command 
Truce Team in Korea. General Har- 
rison is a graduate of West Point, 
has spent his working life in the 
Army, and fought in the Second 
World War. Sample copies of the 
leaflet may be had free upon re- 
quest from the Tract Society; in 
quantities, 50 cents per 100 copies. 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 4. JANUARY 22. PARABLES ON DISCIPLESHIP 
Luke 14; printed text, verses 7-11, 16-24 
Golden Text.—For whosoever exalteth himself shall be abased; and he that humbleth himself shall be exalted.—Luke 14:11 


THE KING JAMES VERSION 

Luke 14:7 And ke put forth a parable to those which were 
bidden, when he marked how they chose out the chief rooms; 
saying unto them, 

8 When thou art bidden of any man to a wedding, sit 
not down in the highest room; lest a more honourable man 
than thou be bidden of him; 

9 And he that bade thee and him come and say to thee, 
Give this man place; and thou begin with shame to take the 
lowest room. 

10 But when thou art bidden, go and sit down in the lowest 
room; that when he that bade thee cometh, he may say unto 
thee, Friend, go up higher: then shalt thou have worship 
in the presence of them that sit at meat with thee. 

11 For whosoever exalteth himself shall be abased; and 
he that humbleth himself shall be exalted. 


16 Then said he unto him, A certain man made a great 
supper, and bade many: 

17 And sent his servant at supper time to say to them 
that were bidden, Come; for all things are now ready. 


18 And they all with one consent began to make excuse. 
The first said unto him, I have bought a piece of ground, 
and I must needs go and see it: I pray thee have me excused. 

19 And another said, I have bought five yoke of oxen, and 
I go to prove them: I pray thee have me excused. 

20 And another said, I have married a wife, and therefore 
I cannot come. 

21 So that servant came, and shewed his lord these things. 
Then the master of the house being angry said to his servant, 
Go out quickly into the streets and lanes of the city, and 
bring in hither the poor, and the maimed, and the halt, and 
the blind. 

22 And the servant said, Lord, it is done as thou hast 
commanded, and yet there is room. 

23 And the lord said unto the servant, Go out into the 
highways and hedges, and compe] them to come in, that my 
house may be filled. 

24 For I say unto you, That none of those men which were 
bidden shall taste of my supper. 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 
national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching. copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 
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The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 

Approach to the Lesson 
"Tite ® is no indication that John 

the Baptist ever went to a party. 

Jesus, however, was different. Our 
Lord Himself made the comparison, “For 
John came neither eating nor drinking, 
and they say, He hath a devil. The Son 
of man came eating and drinking, and 
they say, Behold a man gluttonous, and 
a winebibber” (Matt. 11:18, 19). 

One feast which our Lord attended 
is described in all the synoptic Gospels, 
the feast which Matthew made for Him 
when he left his customs booth and 
followed Jesus (Matt. 9:10; Mark 2:15; 
Luke 5:29). 

At the other end of the social scale, 
we find Jesus accepting invitations to 
the homes of Pharisees. At least three 
such supper engagements are noted by 
Luke (7:36; 11:37; 14:1). 

Twice we find Him entertained in the 
home of Mary and Martha and Laz- 
arus in Bethany (Luke 10:38-42; John 
12:1, 2). After His resurrection Jesus 
was the invited guest at an evening 
meal (Luke 24:28-31). . On this latter oc- 
casion the meal was interrupted by His 
being recognized and vanishing. 

There are several excellent books deal- 
ing with table talk. One classic in this 
sphere is Luther’s “Table Talk” (World 
Pub. Co., 2231 W. 110th St., Cleveland 
2; $1.50). An American work along 
the same line, and yet very different, 
is “The Autocrat of the Breakfast Table,” 
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by Oliver Wendell Holmes, but no table 
talk has ever been of such lasting value 
as that of the Lord Jesus Christ. What 
He said at table was always of imme- 
diate and abiding interest, and always 
very much to the point. It was not with- 
out its humorous touches, which reveals 
the fact that our Lord must have been 
a social man in the highest sense of the 
term. His teaching was never colorless. 

This week’s lesson introduces us to 
our Lord’s table talk at one of the sup- 
pers which He attended in the home 
of a Pharisee. 


Verse by Verse 

Luke 14:7.—*“. .. a parable ... when 
he marked how they chose out the chief 
rooms ,...”’ For the occasion see verse 
1. If the tables were the usual small 
three-sided tables with the inner space 
for serving, the center places would be 
the “chief seats,” which the guests were 


unceremoniously seizing. ~ 


Verse 8.—*“. . . sit not down in the 
highest room; lest a more honourable 
man than thou be bidden ... ” For “sit” 
read “recline,” as was the custom. Put- 
‘ting on an air of importance is no proof 
of greatness. 

Verse 9.—‘And he that bade thee . , 
say ... Give this man place...” To 
find that others put a lower estimate on 
our importance than we do ourselves is 
a humiliating experience, 

Verse 10.—“But ... sit down in the 
lowest room ... he may say unto thee, 
Friend, go up higher: then shalt thou 
have worship...” For “worship” read 


“honor.” While the language seems to 
indicate taking the lowly place with a 
view to the honor of being led to a 
higher seat, the undertone of the pas- 
sage is that we are not to think of our- 
selves as worthy of the higher place, 
but to choose the lower as probably 
belonging to us. 


Verse 11—“For whosoever exalteth 


himself shall be abased; and he that 
humbleth himself shall be exalted.” 
Here is the moral principle of which 
the foregoing is an application. The 
greatest example of the latter phrase is 
our Lord Himself. See © Philippians 
2:6-11, 


Verse 16.—‘“. . . A certain man made 
a great supper, and bade many.” This was 
a common mode of entertainmen, and 
at times was lavish to the point of 
extravagance. 


Verse 17.—“And sent his servant .. . 
Come; for all things are now ready.” 
Instead of setting a ‘ime and leaving it 
up to the guests to come, a servant was 
sent to bring them. 


Verse 18.—“And they , . . began to 
make excuse ...I have bought a piece 
of ground ... have me excused.” This, 


of course, was the unusual feature—the 
invited guests refusing to come at the 
last minute. The buying of a field was 
a poor excuse. If it were already bought, 
the seeing could wait till next day. 


Verse 19:—“...I have bought five 
yoke of oxen, and I go to prove them 
-. -’? Who would buy animals first, and 
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prove them afterward? This also was 


rather flimsy. 

Verse 20.—“. . . I have married a wife, 
and therefore I cannot come.” Marry- 
ing a wife exempted a man from mili- 
tary service for a year (Deut. 20:7), but 
there is no indication that it cancelled 
out his sociai obligations. 

Verse 21.—“. . . Go out quickly into 
the streets and lanes of the city... 
the poor, and the maimed, and the halt, 
and the blind.” Here was a householder 
who was bent on having a feast, even 
if the invited guests failed to show up. 
Compare verse 13. 

Verse 22.—‘. .. Lord... yet there is 
room.” There were not enough poor, 
maimed, blind, and lame people.in town 
to fill the quota of guests. That indi- 
cates the extent of the feast, and the 
number who had turned down the in- 
vitation! 

Verse 23.—“. . . Go out into the high- 
ways and hedges .. . that my house may 
be filled.” The town having been can- 
vassed, the country around was scouted 
to make up a full complement. 


Verse 24.—“. none of those men 
which were bidden shall taste of my 
supper.” The lord of the house rejected 


those who had rejected him. So shall 
it be with the Lord Jesus. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


Our Lord was at the equivalent of 
our Sunday dinner in the home of one 
of the chief Pharisees. Nobody present 
on that occasion would ever forget it. 
It was full of interest from the word 
“go,” and on this occasion our Lord 
took command. Jesus was under scru- 
tiny, as was not unusual. In such cir- 
cumstances, He always seemed to ap- 
pear in His most shining glory. In this 
particular instance, two circumstances 
combined to make the scrutiny all the 
more keen. It was the Sabbath, and a 
man suffering from dropsy was right 
in front of him, probably on the other 
side of the three-sided table at which 
Jesus reclined (vs. 1-6). 

These religious Pharisees, with their 
companions the lawyers, suspected what 
Jesus would do, and they were not di- 
appointed. He had a wonderful way 
of disarming His opponents. To His 
straightforward question, “Is it lawful 
to heal on the Sabbath day?” they had 
no answer, and when, after healing the 
ailing man, He further challenged them 
as to their own behavior in the case 
of an ox or an ass falling into a pit on 
the Sabbath, they were completely 
silenced. 

Jesus then turned His attention to the 
guests (vs, 7-11). He had noticed how 
they scrambled for ‘the places reserved 
for more honorable guests, so He took 
them to task in a parable which differed 
from the immediate situation only in 
the circumstance of its being a wedding 
feast. 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
3. January 15.—Jesus Calls for Re- 
Pentance icéexmane Luke 13:1-35 
Next Week’s Lesson ‘ 


5. January 29.—God’s Concern for 
Sinners (Temperance) Luke 15:1-32 








In this parable our Lord deals only 
with the outward conduct rather than 
with inward motive and disposition. In 
fact, it reads almost as if the going to 
the lowest place was in the hope of 
being invited higher. The application 
(v. 11), however, makes the lesson more 
complete. It contrasts the proud man 
who pushes for the high place with the 
humble man who honestly feels himself 
unworthy of any other than the Jowest 
place. The end of the former is abase- 
ment, the end of the latter is exaltation. 

The host did not escape (vs. 12-14). 
It was quite manifest that this was a 
society party. Apart from the Lord 
Jesus Himself, the guests were all prob- 
ably people who had already enter- 
tained this particular Pharisee or who 
would return the compliment by invit- 
ing their present host to their homes. 
In such an affair there ‘was no moral 
value, and certainly it was not laying 
up the treasure of rewards in Heaven. 
So Jesus suggested another kind of 
party that would have moral virtue, 
and, while not receiving any social 
recompense, would mean blessing from 
God and recompense in the great day 
of the Resurrection. His suggestion was 
to make a feast for the poor, the maimed, 
the lame, and the blind. In large meas- 
ure those belonging to this category 
are taken care of in other ways today, 
but not all Christians recognize their 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


Ho” many parties did John the Bap- 
tist attend? 

2. How many suppers in the homes of 
Pharisees are recorded for us in Luke’s 
Gospel? 

3. Which of the apostles made a feast 
for Christ after his conversion? 

4. In what town did Jesus accept an 
invitation to supper after His resurrec- 
tion? 

5. Who was set opposite Jesus at table 
in the Pharisee’s home? 

6. How did Jesus defend His healing 
of the sick man on the Sabbath? 

7. For what practice did Jesus take 
the guests to task at dinner? 

8. Of what principle in His teaching 
was Jesus Himself the supreme example? 

9. What kind of party did Jesus pro- 
pose to His host? 

10. What is the supreme example of 
just sueh a party as Jesus proposed? 

(Answers on page 16) 
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responsibility in the, care of the handi- 
capped in our contemporary society. 
Doubtless we all give too much atten- 
tion to what we reckon our social obliga- 
tions and too little to our moral obli- 
gations. 

One of the guests responded to this 
suggestion by hinting at the ideal con- 
ditions which would exist in the King- 
dom of God, envisioning the perfect 
supper there (vs, 15-24). This opened 
the way for another great parable, the 
parable of the Supper, to which the in- 
vited guests refused to come, but which 
was furnished with last-minute guests 
from the streets and lanes of the city, 
and from the hedges and highways of 
the country. This parable was one way 
of telling the Jews that although they 
were the invited guests to this feast of 
salvation they would be cast out, while 
the despised Gentiles would throng in 
and fill the palace of the King. It also 
presented the freeness of the Gospel 
offer, and for that reason is an excellent 
text for the evangelistic appeal. To 
sinners everywhere we may say, “Come; 
for all things are now ready” (v. 17). 


Outline of the Lesson 

1, Healing the ailing guest (Luke 14: 
1-6) 

2. Rebuking ill-mannered guests (vs, 7- 
11) 

3. Counseling a socialite host (vs. 12- 
14) 


4. Answering a discerning guest (vs, 15- 
24) 


Topics for Development 


Excuses. Excuses are generally very 
lame things, and are easily seen through. 
It would have been much more honest 
for these: invited guests to say frankly, 
“I do not want to come.” It was cer- 
tainly quite evident that they put more 
store on their immediate concerns than 
upon the honor of the lord who had 
invited them. 

The first man offered as his excuse 
that he had bought a piece of ground 
and must go and see it. Well, if he had 
already bought it, it would still be there 
next day, and he could see it then. As 
for the man who had bought five yoke 
of oxen and was going to prove them, 
he was either a liar or a fool, for no 
man in his senses would buy animals 
before proving them. As for the man 
who had married a wife, what a won- 
derful opportunity this invitation of- 
fered for him to present her to the best 
society, or if it were a stag party to 
receive the congratulations of his 
friends! But behind all the excuses 
there was simply the fact that they did 
not want to come, and that is so con- 
cerning all the excuses that are made by 
sinners for not coming to the Saviour. 
Those who allow the cares of this world 
to keep them away from Christ will 
be found at last to be fools, having 
chosen a little bit of what this world 








8 (8) 


offers in preference to everlasting fe- 
licity. . 

The Chief Seats. The disposition to 
scramble for the chief seats has not 
been confined to the Jews at supper. 
The same spirit is too often observed 
in the Christian church. One will join 
the choir if he or she will be made the 
soloist. I have known a family to leave 
the church because the star singer of 
the family was not made the one and 
only soloist of the choir. Others will 
press for office in the church, not wait- 
ing for their brethren to choose them, 
and are very much put out if they* do 
not win the election. Even when it is 
made clear that nomination is no guar- 
antee of election, I have known some 
who made a real fuss because they 
were humiliated by being nominated 
and not elected. In the church of Jesus 
Christ we certainly should be willing to 
serve wherever our talents are needed, 
but to push ourselves in a spirit of self- 
importance is utterly out of place in the 
church of Him who “humbled himself, 
and became obedient unto death, even 
the death of the cross” (Phil. 2:8). 


Practical Applications 

The Pharisees watched Jesus to catch 
Him. Let us watch Him to learn from 
Him, 

Religious tradition must yield to need 
(Luke 14:1-4). 

Remember the Scottish elder’s remark 
to the proud young candidate who made 
a failure of his trial sermon, “Laddie, 
if ye had ga’ed up as ye cam’ doon, 
ye wad ha’e cam’ doon as ye ga’ed up.” 

It is better to be the servant of the 
poor than the slave of society. 


Are your temporary interests of more” 


value to you than the Kingdom of God? 
If so, be not surprised if the Lord num- 
bers you among those who shall not 
taste of His supper. 


Golden Text 

Luke 14:11—‘“For whosoever exalteth 
himself shall be abased; and he that 
humbleth himself shall be exalted.” 
Notice that self-exaltation offers no se- 
curity, but when the Lord exalts us, we 
are safe. 

Ex_muurst, ILL. 


From the Platform 


By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuGGcEsTeD HYMNS 
“Tell Me the Old, Old Story” 
“Jesus Calls Us, O’er the Tumult” 
“Let Jesus Come Into Your Heart” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our holy 
Heavenly Father, whose mercies are 
freely offered to all men in the Gospel, 
help us to appreciate their value afresh 
through our studies today. Deliver us 
from being so tied to earthly concerns 
that we have neither time nor inclina- 
tion for heavenly things. We thank 
Thee for faithful teachers and preachers 
whbd call us to the Saviour. Dispose 
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our hearts to heed that call and to seek 
first the Kingdom of God. Let Thy 
pitying kindness be shown to the needy 
and the troubled of earth for the relief 
of their distress and their eventual de- 
liverance. Give us kind hearts that we 
may be channels of Thy love to others. 
Guide the leaders of our nation and 
bring in the better day of our Lord’s 
righteous reign. Forgive all that is 
amiss in our lives, help us to forsake 
every evil way, and cleanse and renew us 
within that we may delight to walk in 
Thy ways, through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Today we see how 
things right and good may crowd out 
things better and more important. The 
people who made excuses for not ac- 


crow out THINGS OF heaven 


cepting the invitation to the great sup- 
per were too busy doing things that 
were right but should have been set 
aside for something greater. There is 
nothing wrong in a man’s looking over 
a piece of land he is buying, nor in a 
farmer’s trying out some oxen he is 
getting. Nor is there anything amiss 
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about marriage and its claims on a man, 
but there is serious wrong in letting 
earthly duties and ties crowd out Christ’s 
call in the Gospel. 

It is very easy for respectable people, 
faithfully caring for their daily duties 
and home obligations, to be so occupied 
with such things as to give no thought 
or time to God. Girls and boys can 
easily get so busy with school studies, 
school social events, school athletics, and 
other youth interests that they never 
have time or inclination to attend God’s 
house or read His Word. Beware of 
letting secondary things crowd out things 
of first importance. .Christ said the com- 
mandment of first importance is the 
call to love God with all our heart. To 
go on year after year never thinking 
of your soul and of eternity, of God and 
of judgment beyond this life is to die 
unsaved, unforgiven, and unprepared 
to meet God, all through letting earthly 
things crowd out the heavenly. “Seek 
ye first the kingdom of God, and his 
righteousness.” 

CauLcaryY, ALTA., CAN. 
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Attachment to Christ is the only secret 
of detachment from the world.—A. J. 
Gordon, 


Locic OF MEN -VS.- LoGic OF GOD! 
£4 SEEING is BELIEVING. SoBELIEVING Is SEEING. 


“Except | shall a will not BELIEVE? 
We tm 


: es oa) | 
PY GET to HAVE. ,,."'i.20" 


and build greater; and there will | be 


stow all my fruits and ry G00 
- 2s 18) 25s 


OSELF: ASSERTION 
Brings EXALTATION.. 


“Pride compasseth them -- they have more 
than heart could wish--they speak loftily-+ 
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Lesson tor January 22 


The Busy Men's Corner 


, By Tom M. Olson 


“He marked how they chose out the 
chief rooms .’ (Luke 14:7).—Our 
Lord Jesus Christ knows all things and 
sees all things. He was—and is—per- 
fectly observant. He noticed that in- 
vited guests manifested their self-es- 
teem by deliberately choosing the chief 
seats at feasts. Each desired to be 
closest to the head of the table. 

Instead of esteeming others better than 
himself, the guest esteemed himself 
superior to al] others. In illustrating 
this point, Canon Farrar recalls the in- 
cident that at a banquet of King Alex- 
ander Jannaeus, the Rabbi Simeon Ben 
Shetach, in spite of the presence of some 
great Persian satraps, thrust himself at 
table between the King and Queen; but 
was soundly rebuked for his arrogant 
pretensions. 

It becomes us ever to bear in mind 
that the Lord notices our display of 
etiquette—or lack of it—at banquets, as 
well as in religious services. Spceking 
of religious services, it is strikinz that 
they should become scenes of much mock 
humility. It is at such services that 
everyone seems willing—and eager—to 
take a back seat. Ushers often have 
difficulty leading even persons hard of 
hearing close to the platform. 

«lest a more honourable man than 
thou be bidden .. .” (Luke 14:8).—An 
Oriental feast held two possibilities for 
a guest. It was possible that he would 
be honored by the host’s asking him to 
take a higher place than the one he had 
chosen; and, on the other hand, it was 
possible that he would be humiliated 
by having the host ask him to yield his 
self-selected place to a more honorable 
guest, 

What a shock it must have been to 
conceited Haman to discover that he was 
not the most honorable man in the king- 
dom of Ahasuerus! When the king asked 
him, “What shall be done unto the man 
whom the king delighteth to honour?” 
Haman thought in his heart, “To whom 
would the king delight to do honour 
more than to myself?” So, in answer- 
ing the king’s question, he piled honor 
upon honor that should be done to the 
man whom the king delighted to honor. 
And just as he was anticipating the 
pouring of all this honor upon his head, 
he was commanded to see to it that it 
was done to—of all persons—Moredecai, 
the Jew, whom his soul hated! See 
Esther, chapter 6. * 

To change the simile again—Saul of 
Tarsus* had wonderful thoughts of him- 
self (Phil. 3:4-6); but when he, so to 
speak, heard the word: “Give this man 
{Christ Jesus] place,” he readily com- 
plied. He said, “Not I, but Christ” (Gal. 
2:20); and again, “For to me to live is 
Christ” (Phil. 1:21). 

“For whosoever exalteth himself shall 
be abased .. .” (Luke 14:11).—Self- 
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exaltation is an abomination in the sight 
of God. Genuine self-humbling is the 
path to exaltation. The Lord Jesus hum- 
bled Himself, “wherefore God also hath 
highly exalted him” (Phil. 2:5-11). (See 
also Heb. 2:9; Rev. 5:9; Isa. 53:12.) 

It was one of those bad nights. The 
team had lost that day. Coach Tuss 
McLaughry, in the privacy of his home, 
was indulging in an old and. familiar 
lament. “What I need is a good block- 
ing back,” he muttered. “If I’d had one, 
we could have saved that game.” His 
youngster, ready for bed, looked up at 
his father gravely. “When I grow up, 
I'll be a blocking back, Pop,” he said. 
Then, as it seemed essential to know, 
he asked, “What is a blocking back, 
Pop?” Tuss grinned at the youngster, 
but there was still a trace of grimness 
behind the grin. “He’s the fellow,” he 
said, “who does the job and lets some- 
body else get the glory. Now, run along 
to bed.” That is exactly what his son 
did become fifteen years later—one of 
the best blocking backs in the game! 

“A certain man made a great supper, 
and bade many .. .” (Luke 14:16).— 
While the Lord is spesking, one of the 
guests (v, 15) “hears these things, and 
his heart is stirred to say that he is 
indeed blessed who shall eat bread in 
the Kingdom of God: to which the Lord 
replies by a parable, to the effect that 
men do not think so, but when God 
opens to them the provision of His house, 
the invited guests begin all to make 
excuse, Their possessions, the relations 
upon which they have entered, these in 
themselves not evil, are made excuses 
for turning the back upon that to which 
as Israelites they had been invited, and 
where indeed they claimed to have a 
place” (Numerical Bible). The time had 
come, the feast was prepared, they were 
invited, nothing remained but for them 
to come and partake of the free bounty! 

“And they all with one consent began 
to make excuse .. .” (Luke 14:18).— 
Someone has said that an excuse is 
“the dried up skin of a reason.” The 
“piece of ground” had already been 
bought. It could be seen at any time. 
The five yoke of oxen had also been pur- 
chased. They could be “proved” at any 
time. The marriage had already occur- 
red, so the feast could have been made 
part of the reception or honeymoon! 

We seem always ready to give a silly 
excuse for failing to do that which is 
expected of us, when the truth of the 
matter is we do not want to do it. 

One preacher announced at.the con- 
clusion of a morning service that there 
would not be a service in the evening 
because “there is something wrong with 
the bell rope.” 

A slothful maid when scolded for the 
untidiness of the rooms ‘said, “I’m sure 
the rooms would be clean enough if it 
were not for the nasty sun, which is 
always showing the dirty corners.” 

Those who excused themselves never 





Africa totters on the brink of 
disaster. The pressures creat- 
ed by hatred, fear and dis- 
trust may boil over at any time. 
But Africa can still be saved 
from disaster IF a way can be found 
to create understanding and toler- 
ance where suspicior, and hatred 
now rule. 

The answer lies in the Word of 
God. IF the people of Africa can be 
won to Christ, the disaster which 
threatens can be averted. 

The Pocket Testament League is 
now doing a God-appointed job of 
Scripture distribution on a gigantic 
scale in Africa. The number of 
people we can reach and the speed 
with which we can reach them is 
limited by our resources. 

The job can be done in time, IF 
PTL has needed support. 
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tasted of the great supper. All who 
persist in offering silly excuses for refus- 
ing to come to the Gospel Supper, shall 
not know the joy of sins forgiven, nor 
the glory of God. 

Thank God that this is still His day 
of grace—the invitation still holds good 
—and whosoever wiil may come and be 
welcomed. 

“Behold, now is the accepted time; 
behold, now is the day of salvation.” 


Wawona, CALIF. 
oe 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, a feast is most acceptable 

entertainment for most people. We 
naturally like food. God created us that 
way and for a purpose. Food nourishes 
our bodies, makes them grow, and makes 
them strong. If we did not enjoy chew- 
ing and swallowing food it is quite prob- 
able many bodies would be dwarfed 
or become anemic. But we like to eat. 
Indeed we like it too well sometimes 
for our good, for it can be overdone. 
I heard of a boy at a picnic who ate 
four pieces of fried chicken, two ham 
sandwiches, and a tomato and lettuce 
sandwich, a cucumber pickle, three huge 
slices of chocolate cake, and a piece of 
apple pie, along with two glasses of 
lemonade. When the family started 
home he was missing; and when they 
found him down by ,the creek lying 
flat on his back under a tree, he rolled 
his eyes around and said, “Take me 
home, but don’t bend me!” Last Friday 
night’ when the Pew Bunch Boys had 
their monthly “three-saucer-party” here 
at my house, one boy, on a challenge, 
ate four heaping saucers of ice cream 
along with cookies—uncounted. And yet 
he went home happy and unassisted. 
Some mothers say teen-agers are bot- 
tomless. 

Our Lord was recognizing the at- 
tractiveness of good food when He 
told this parable of “a certain man” who 
made a great supper and invited many. 
Then he sent his servants to tell them, 
“Come; for all things are now ready.” 
“And they all with one consent began 
to make excuse.” One had bought a 
piece of ground and he’ must needs go 
and see it. Another had bought a yoke 
of oxen and must go to prove them. 
Still another had married a wife and 
couldn’t leave her. All asked to be ex- 
cused. I’ve often wondered about that. 
This “certain man” must have been well- 
to-do; he had servants and daubtless a 
large house, well furnished, and he had 
prepared “a great supper.” You would 
think these invited guests would feel 
highly honored and only too happy to 
accept. The real estate surely could 
have kept for a few hours; it had been 
bought already. The ten oxen might 
easily survive until next morning; and 
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as to the newly married wife, why 


‘couldn’t she come along with her hus- 


band? Enough is told of that host to 
make us know he would have welcomed 
her. 

It is indeed strange that these in- 
vited guests turned down the oppor- 
tunity to enjoy such a feast. Yet, a 
much stranger thing might be taking 
place in your life and mine right now, 
if we are missing the opportunity to 
feed on God’s Word—the “bread of life” 
prepared for the nourishment of our 
souls which are to live for eternity. 
Whether through ignorance or just plain 
indifference we are missing this feast, 
it is tragic. 

It’s an old story (but fits in here) 
which tells of the man who took a 
round trip on a Mississippi River 
steamer to New Orleans. He had just 
enough money to buy his ticket, with 
a little left over to buy cheese and 
crackers. Three times a day when the 
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gong sounded for meals in the dining 
saloon he would go to his stateroom or 
some place on deck with his bag of 
cheese and crackers, It can be imagined 
how he wearied of this diet. As the 
steamer neared the dock on the return 
trip, one of the passengers ventured 
to ask him why he had not eaten his 
meals in the dining saloon. He replied 
that he had no money to pay for them. 
The passenger said, “Why, did not the 
price of your ticket include meals?” 
“I had not thought of that,” answered 
the c.-and-c. man. Then he looked at 
the ticket stub and saw for the first 
time it not only included meals, but 
the number cauic’ for a seat at the cap- 
tain’s table! 

Fellows, the world :s trying to subsist 
on cheese and cratkers while God's table 
is loaded with ti.e choicest of soul- 
nourishing food, and He is inviting 
“whosoever will” to come and feast— 
and with Him! Is it not astonishing? 

It is reported that Roland Hal] Sharp, 
in a quest to find out how much the 
Bible is influencing the world, visited 
ninety-six countries, and upon return 
summarized his report in this short sen- 
tence: “The Bible is the most widely 
sold book on earth, the most generally 
disregarded, the least understood, and 
the most flagrantly disobeyed.” Yet the 
world is a voracious reader. The 
Prophet Isaiah cries out: “Wherefore 
do ye spend money for that which is 
not bread? and your labour for that 
which satisfieth not? hearken diligently 
unto me, and eat ye that which is good, 
and let your soul delight itself in fat- 
ness” (Isa. 55:2). 


WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


OW many of you remembered to 

write a paper on what a real Chris- 
tian is like? Only three of you! Well, 
perhaps I did not say enough about it, 
but I’m proud of you girls who did it 
anyway. Suppose Connie reads her 
paper first: 


“How I Can Tett A REAL CHRISTIAN 

“Christians act nicer than other peo- 
ple. They talk about God, and tell 
others about Him. They like to help 
other people, and they like to work for 
the Lord. They try to help smaller 
children and teach them about Jesus. 
They help in many ways in the church, 
and maybe teach a Sunday school class.” 

Please read yours next, Joan. 


“Wat A CurisTian Is Like 

“A Christian helps others in time of 
trouble. He usually has a smile on his 
face, because a Christian is almost al- 
ways happy. A Christian is unselfish 
and likes to help others. He never hits 
anyone back. He gives a tithe of his 
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money to the Lord, and spends his life 
doing God’s work.” 
Now let’s have yours, Mary. 


“An IDEAL CHRISTIAN 


“An ideal Christian is always an ex- 
ample to others. Ste is always kind 
and understanding. Her face is sunny 
with the joy of being saved and know- 
ing that she will some day live in 
Heaven. You can confide in a true Chris- 
tian, and she will keep your confidence. 
She will share your joys and sorrows. 
An ideal Christian witnesses for Christ. 
She is not ashamed of the Gospel of 
Christ. She studies her Bible, so that 
with the Lord’s help she can quench 
the fiery darts of the Devil. Much more 
could be added to this, but I would like 
to stop with a question, ‘Are you and I 
this kind of Christian?’” 

Thank you, girls! I think you've writ- 
ten good papers. Each one is different, 
yet there are things on which you all 
agree. You think that a true Christian 
looks more pleasant and behaves better 
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than a non-Christian. Your words, “acts 
nicer,” probably include helping others, 
being unselfish, and respecting confi- 
dences. Besides these good qualities, 
you all believe that a true Christian 
witnesses for Christ. 

Now, as we study today’s lesson, you'll 
see that your ideas are in line with what 
the Bible teaches. Let us read Luke 
14:7-11. What quality does the Lord 
commend here? (Humility.) Right. Every 
Christian should be humble. He cannot 
be anything else if he stops to think 
how very little he has done for the 
Saviour who died for him. 

None of you girls mentioned humility, 
but the Christian you each described 
was a humble person. When I was 
about your age, I had a Sunday school 
teacher who said, “True humility does 
not consist in thinking you’re no good, 
but in not thinking of yourself at all.” I 
have found this true. The most Christ- 
like people I know are not going around 
saying, “I’m no good.” Instead they 
talk about the Lord, and if they talk 
about other people, they say nice things 
about them. All of you who wrote these 
papers described the true Christian as 
helping others. “In honour preferring 
one another” (Rom. 12:10). This is real 
humility. 

A little pupil in my schoolroom came 
to me complaining loudly, “The other 
kids don’t like me.” Before I had time 
to say anything, another little girl said 
apologetically, “That’s because she’s so 
bossy!” The first girl fairly shouted, “I’m 
not bossy!” ‘What was the trouble with 
her? Pride. If she had been humble, 
she would have been liked as well as 
anyone. 

Another time I noticed one of my little 
boys rubbing his eye and blinking back 
tears.. I asked, “What’s the matter?” 
“Oh,” he said, “John pokéd me in the 
eye by accident.” Dickie was thinking 
of the cther boy. He knew. that he had 
not meant to hurt him, so he did not 
want him scolded. No wonder every- 
one likes Dickie! 

Now let us read Luke 14:16-24. You 
all believe that a true Christian serves 
the Lord. Certainly those who refused 
to come to this great supper were not 
Christians. Let us consider the servant 
in this parable as an example of the 
way in‘which a Christian should serve 
his Lord. Notice his prompt obedience. 
It does not even say that he obeyed his 
master. His obedience is taken as a mat- 
ter of course. It tells that he was sent, 
and then gives the responses he got. He 
at once came back and reported to his 
master, who then sent him out again. 
He served his master when and where 
he commanded. Are we like this serv- 
ant in the parable? Are we inviting 
others to the Gospel feast? This morn- 
ing the invitation is still open, for still 
there is room. But this will not always 
be true. The day is coming when it will 
be too late. If we were more humble 
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is making a mighty impact on Negro churches 
through Carver trained pastors. Will you ask 
some prayer group to remember this work? 


CARVER BIBLE INSTITUTE, Inc. 


Box 3, Station A Atlanta, Georgia 
Talmage Payne,"Director 
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we would be better witnesses for Christ. 
We’are often hindered by considering, 
“What will people think of me?” In- 
stead, we should be thinking of how 
much they need the Saviour. 

Our verse for today on “The Resurrec- 
tion” card is, “And with great power 
gave the apostles witness of the resur- 
rection of the Lord Jesus” (Acts 4:33). 
Do you know why they were able to 
witness with great power? Because they 
were not thinking of their own popu- 
larity or comfort or safety. They were 
on fire with love for the Lord, and the 
desire to win others to Him. They made 
nothing of- themselves, everything of 
Christ. Let us say this verse over and 
over until we all know it by heart. One 
day we will see these apostles honored. 
May we all grow in humility, so that 
we also may be honored in the day of 
our Lard’s triumph. 

Next Sunday’s lesson is from Luke 15. 
This chapter has been the means of 
bringing many to Christ. So let us make 
a special ‘effort this week to invite our 
non-Christian friends to come to Sunday 
schoo] next Sunday. 





During this quarter we are using the Scrip- 
ture Catechism Card. “The Resurrection,” for 
memory work. These cards may be ordered 
from Miss V. D. Gunderson, Box 717, Fern- 
dale, Wash., 20 cents a dozen, postpaid. 


FERNDALE, WASH, 
ve 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
Places of Honor (Luke 14:7-11, 16-24) 


AKE a paper model table and 

couches to illustrate today’s lesson. 
Use a square of brown (for wood) or 
white (for cloth) construction paper 
4% inches x 4% inches. Make a fold 
% inch from each of the four sides. 
At each corner cut a diagonal slit to the 
intersection of the folds, lap and paste 
to make the table stand up. Cut three 
couches of colored or white ¢striped 
with colored crayon) construction paper 
4% inches x 6% inches. Fold % inch 
from the edges and proceed as for the 
table. Paper plates with food colored 
on them may be placed on the table. 

Who has been to a party lately? Did 
everyone have good party manners? Or 
were there some who wanted to be first 
or .be “It” in every game? 

Let us make believe you were invited 
to Sunday dinner in the Lord Jesus’ day. 
You would not see chairs around a table, 
but couches. (Place the models with an 
end of each couch touching the table.) 
Instead of sitting down, you would lie 
down, three on a couch, on your left 
side. I have heard that it was proper 
to have your left elbow right on the 
table! With your right hand you would 
reach for the food and take it to your 
mouth, You might have a spoon, but 
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for selling only 50 boxes 

of our 300 greeting card line. 
And this can be done in a 
single day. Free samples. Other 
leading boxes on approval. 
Mail coupon below today. 


It costs you nothing to try.| 


Last year some folks made $250- 
$500-$1,000 and more this very way. 
Church groups and organizations can 
do this, too. No experience necessary. 
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How Does a Boy 
‘Get Into Stony Brook? 


This is a question that many parents ask. 
Here are the steps to take: 


1. File an application as soon as pos- 
sible. The blank, sent by the 
school, calls for full information 
about your boy. 

2. The school will secure a transcript 
of his school record thus far. 

3 If distance permits, arrange to visit 
Stony Brook with your boy. He and 
you want to see the school. We 
want to see him. We shall give 
him a general aptitude test and a 
reading test — both highly indicative 
of his ability to do academic work of 
Stony Brook’s standards. 

4. If distance prevenzs your visiting the 
school, we shall arrange to send the 
entrance test to you to be given by a 
teacher of your choice. 

5. From names you furnish we secure 
confidential appraisals of your boy 
from his pastor, his doctor, and one 
of his teachers. 


"It is attached to the inside, back cover 
of the catalogue. 


If, after the school evaluates all these 
reports, it notifies you of your boy's ac- 
ceptance, you may feel confident that he 
will be a member of a homogeneous 
student body, selected on the basis of 
ability and ambition to do college pre- 
paratory work in a school devoted to 
evangelical Christian education. 
Catalogue and application blank sent on re- 
quest. 
Dr. Frank E. Gaebelein, Headmaster 


STONY BROOK SCHOOL 


Stony Brook, Long Island New York 














When answering advertisements please 
say you saw it in THe SunpAy SCHOOL 
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WANTED 


A Christian publishing company in the East 
wishes to contact a born-again Christian 
qualified as a machinist-operator who can 
set type and care for two Linotype machines 
(Mergenthaler, models 29 and 25). This with 
the view of becoming an employee of the 
company when the occasion for such em- 
ployment arises. Please write to Box No. 
731, The Sunday School Times Company, 
325 North 13th Street, Philadelphia 5, Pa. 


PEWS, PULPIT s CHANCEL 
———._ Furmilire 


« « EARLY LIVERY « « 
WRITE FOR CATALOGUE 


J.P REDINGTON &CO. 
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no forks or knives. It was perfectly, all 
right to use your fingers to pick up the 
food from the serving dish. But you 
can see why it was important to have 
your fingers clean! Remember one time 
when the Lord shocked everybody by 
not washing up? Why? 

This time the Lord noticed that the 
guests were trying to get the middle 
place on the couches, especially on the 
couch which was the one for the guest 
of honor! I wonder where the Lord 
Jesus sat, He who should have been 
the special guest of honor, the very Son 
of God, if they had believed it. He 
gave them a hint about good manners. 
He talked about a wedding feast, but of 
course, He meant Sunday dinners, too. 
(Read aloud Luke 14:8-11, paraphras- 
ing it in our mode of speaking: “When 
you are invited by anyone to a wedding, 
don’t sit down in the best place. Per- 
haps a more important guest than you 
has been invited by him,” and so on.) 
What do you suppose the Lord would 
say as He watched you at parties and 
playing games and at other times? 

The Lord also had a hint for the man 
who invited the people; the host we 
would call him now. It will give you 
an idea whom to invite to your parties 
and to join your other games. (Read 
ws. 12-14, using children’s vocabulary.) 

The Lord found a third thing at that 
Sunday dinner to make a little sermon 
about. One of the guests said, “It’s go- 
ing to be wonderful for the one who is 
at the banquet in the Kingdom of God.” 
I expect he was pretty sure he was going 
to be in on that feast God would give, 
because he was a Jew, and a Pharisee 
besides. The Lord told a little story to 
show he (and the rest) had better look 
out. He might not be there at all, while 
the foreigners and the poor people he 
thought were no good would be taken in. 
(Read vs. 16-24.) 

Boys and girls who go to Sunday 
school sometimes think they are sure 
of Heaven. But they can get so busy 
with schoolwork and fun and earning 
money that they will not be interested 
in God’s things when the Big Day comes. 
(A valentine party may be planned to 
give opportunity to practice the points 
of this lesson.) 

“For whoever exaiteth himself shall 
be abased; and he that humbleth him- 
self shall be exalted” (Luke 14:11, Mem- 
ory Verse). Luke 15 tells of three lost 
things, and how God and Heaven feel 
when one of God’s lost ones gets back. 


Orono, MAINE. 
4 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers,of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 


A list of the lessons for the entire year 
may be had for 15 cents a copy, or $1.50 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
Willing To Do Anything.—For who- 

soever exalteth himself shall be abased; 
and he that humbleth himself shall be 
exalted (Luke 14:11, Golden Text). Dr. 
Morrison, missionary to China, cabled 
home for assistance. His board thought 
of a man of Aberdeen, who wished to 
devote his time to missionary work; but 
when he came to meet the board, for 
examination as to his qualifications, his 
appearance was so unpromising that they 
decided he would not do. “He is too 
rustic.” Then they thought he might 
do for a servant. One member of the 
committee was to contact him in private 
and tell him the commiittee’s decision 
and see how he would react to it, and 
also make known to him the proposal 
to make him a servant. On being asked 
if he were willing to act as a servant, 
he replied without hesitation and with 
a bright smile’ “Yes, sir; most certainly 
I am willing to do anything, just so 
I am in the work. To be a hewer of 
wood and a drawer of water is too great 
an honor for me when the Lord’s house 
is in building.” That unpromising 
young rustic became the famous Dr, 
Milne.—From the Gospel Herald. Sent 
by Mrs. Clarence Jones, Otego, N. Y. 


No Difficulty!—When thou art bidden 
of any man to a wedding, sit not 
down in the highest room (Luke 14: 
8). A top-ranking British official in 
the Orient entertained a sophisticated 
lady as his guest. It seems that the 
general’s assistant had seated this lady 
at the | of her host rather than 
at the .zace of honor at his right. 
Having Lorne the matter as long as she 
could, the lady burst out, “I suppose 
you have great difficulty getting your 
aide-de-camp to seat your guests prop- 
erly at table.” “Oh, not at all,” replied 
the general. “Those who matter don’t 
mind, and those who mind don’t matter.” 
We who vaingloriously seek the best 
seats in life must “begin with shame” 
—either here or hereafter, but begin 
we must—“to take the lowest room.” 
God’s way up is down.—From the 
Church Herald. Sent by B. M. Dobbin, 
Richmond, Kans. 


Streetcar Ma s—Give this man 
place (Luke 14:9). A minister in an 
address said a genuine Christian could 
be told by his streetcar manners. “If 
you are hanging on a strap in a crowded 
streetcar,” he said, “and the conductor 
calls out, ‘Step forward, please,’ and 
there is no place in front where you can 
step forward, the way you act will be 
a test of your faith. This applies to 
all the small things in everyday life.” 
—From the Christian Endeavor. Sent 
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by Mrs, B. Dowen, Eastbourne, Sussex, 
Eng. 


Bible “Worthies.”—When thou art bid- 
den, go and sit down in the lowest room 
(Luke 14:10). Listen to some of the 
Bible “worthies” and note what they 
say of themselves: Peter said, “Depart 
from me; for I am a sinful man, O Lord” 
(Luke 5:8). Paul said, “Unto me, who 
am less than the least of all saints” 
(Eph, 3:8). The centurion said, “I am 
not worthy that thou shouldest enter 
under my roof” (Luke 7:6). John the 
Baptist said, “One mightier than I 
cometh, the latchet of whose shoes I 
am not worthy to unloose” (Luke 3:16). 
Abraham said, “Behold now, I have 
taken upon me to speak unto the Lord, 
which am but dust and ashes” (Gen. 


18:27). Jacob said, “I am not worthy 
of the least of all the mercies, .. . thou 
hast shewed unto thy servant” (Gen. 


Gideon said, “I am least in my 
(Judges 6:15).—From 
Sent by 


32:10). 
father’s house” 
Choice Gleanings Calendar. 

Grace Robinson, Topeka, Kans. 


Excuses.—And they all with one con- 
sent began to make excuse (Luke 14: 
18). God invites you to the greatest hap- 
piness that can come to man in this 
world, and you say, “Excuse me.” He 
invites you to a life of the noblest serv- 
ice any man can live, and you Say, 
“Excuse me.” He invites you to a happy 
reunion with the loved ones whose faces 
faded away in the gloom of the grave, 
and you say, “Excuse me.” And yet 
He has borne with you in patience, and 
in love. Sometime He will take you at 
your word, and say, “You are, excused,” 
And shut you, as He did these men, for- 
ever from His mercy and pardon.—From 
W. G. Biederwolf. Sent by Mrs. M. 
Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


The Gospel Call.—Bring in hither the 
poor, and the maimed, and the halt, 
and the blind (Luke 14:21). 

How rich are Thy provisions, Lord! 

Thy table, furnished from above! 
The fruits of love o’erspread the board, 
The cup o’erflows with heavenly love. 


Thine ancient family, the Jews, 
Were first invited to the feast, 
We humbly take what they refuse, 
And Gentiles Thy salvation taste. 


We are the poor, the blind, the lame: 
And help was far, and death was nigh! 
But at the Gospel call we came, 
And every want received supply. 
—From Isaac Watts. Sent by Elisabeth 
Edmunds, Hailsham, Sussex, Eng. 


The Only Christian.—Go out into the 
highways and hedges, and compel them 
to come in (Luke 14:23). Once I went 
to visit an old man who lived by him- 
self. I found him reading his Bible. 
After we had talked for some time he 
handed me the Bible, and on the flyleaf 
I found these words written: “A Chris- 
tian passed my way, June, 1918.” I 
asked ‘the meaning of the words, and he 
told me that a young woman had stop- 


bs 
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ped at his cottage for a drink of water, 
and she had noticed the old, dusty Bible. 
Picking it up, she read to him. He 
showed me the marks she had made on 
the pages as she explained the plan 
of salvation, and begged him to accept 
Christ as his Saviour. He finished by 
saying, “She was the only Christian who 
ever passed my way.” I often wondered 
since, Are there many people in our own 
community who have never once been 
asked about their souls?—From Chris- 
tian Herald. Sent by the Rev. W. P. 
Shelley, Sunbury, Pa. Prize illustration. 


% 


For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


HENEVER the Lord Jesus says 

something, it is very, very impor- 
tant. And we must listen carefully to 
what He has to say. I want you to sit 
up straight, put your thinking caps on, 
tie them tightly, and listen harder than 
you have ever listened before. 

In the long, long ago the Lord Jesus 
was visiting in a certain home. He 
wanted the people to know the impor- 
tance of putting others ahead of them- 
selves. And if He thinks that this is 
necessary, we should think so, too! This 
is the story He told: 

A certain man gave a wedding feast. 
In those days (and even yet today) it 
was customary for the most highly 
honored people at the feast to have the 
most important seats. Certain, of the 
guests who attended the feast chose for 
themselves the very best, most impor- 
tant, seats. These people were éonfi- 
dent that they were the best people who 
would attend that feast. 

The man in charge of the feast, how- 
ever, declared, “Do not sit down in the 
most important seat. It may be that 
someone who is more honored than you 
will be coming to the feast. How will 
you feel if the one who invited both 
you and him should come up to you, in 
front of everyone else, and say, ‘Give 
this seat to this man’? You would be 
ashamed, of course, and then you would 
have to take the least important seat 
of all.” 

The man in charge of the feast con- 
tinued, “When you are invited to a wed- 
ding feast (or to anything else!), go 
sit down in the place of least impor- 
tance. Then, it may be that when the 
man who invited you sees where you 
are sitting, he may say to you, ‘Friend, 
go to the most honored seat.’ If that 
should happen, you will not be embar- 
rassed and ashamed in front of your 
friends. You will be well thought of 
by them all.” 

After telling this story the Lord Jesus 
added: “For whosoever exalteth him- 
self shall be abased [humbled]; and he 
that humbleth himself shall be exalted” 
(Luke 14:11). Imagine that! God’s 
dear Son, the Lord Jesus, reveals that 
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THE 
CATEGORICAL 
IMPERATIVE 


So philosophy calls it, but 
the Word of God uses sim- 
pler and.clearer language. “It 
was necessary,” Paul told the 
Jews at Antioch, “that the 
Word of God should first 
have been spoken to you.” 
That is, as if he were to say, 
“I can’t help myself; it is a 
categorical imperative!” 


The imperative lies inher- 
ently in the very nature of the 
case. The natural procedure 
is to start any Gospel pro- 
gram with the Jew. Senti- 
ment calls for it; gratitude 
requires it; and, above all, 
God commands it! So pow- 
erfully was this conviction 
borne in upon the conscience 
of Paul, and so important did 
he consider Jewish conver- 
sion, that he cried out, “I 
could wish that myself were 
accursed from Christ for 
my brethren ... who are 
Israelites!” 


Dear child of God! Will 
you not ask Him to let you 
see Israel as He,sees her? 
And when you do, a new joy 
and a new blessing will come 
to you. Try it. We feel 
that some day you will thank 
us that you did. 


Our work merits your 
every confidence. It is a 
program of world-wide tes- 
timony to the Jews. Your 
fellowship is always wel- 
comed and appreciated. THE 
CHOSEN PEOPLE magazine 
is sent to all contributors. 


AMERICAN BOARD OF maesiORs = ——— 
TO THE JEWS, inc. 


236 West 72nd Street, Dept. 6 

New York 23, N. Y. 

Canadian Office: 

39 King William St., Hamilton, Ont., Canada 
I do want to help the Jews. Here is $ 


Use it as God directs, to make known the saving 
power of the Lord Jesus Christ to Israel. 








Name 





Address 
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RUN A SPARE-TIME 


CARD & GIFT SHOP 
AT HOME 


If you want to earn extra money for your- 
self, your church, your organization, here 
is an easy and friendly way to do it in | 
your spare time 


NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED 
We will send samples of our new 1956 oll- 
occasion greeting cards and gifts. Show them 
to friends and neighbors—toke their orders— 
ond earn up to 100% profit for yourself. 


IT COSTS NOTHING TO START 
Send us your name and address. We will rush a full 
set of actual somples on approval with complete details 
on how to get started. 


REGAL GREETING CARD CO. ' } 
DEPT. ST.14, FERNDALE, MICHIGAN 




















CONGRESS ON PROPHECY 


Plans to itinerate 





The capacity day time attendances 
and jam-out evening crowds at the Sec- 
ond International Congress on Proph- 
ecy held November 6-13 in Calvary 
Baptist Church, New York, have in- 
duced the American Association Board 
to authorize the offering of similar 
Congress programs to other cities. 


You can arrange for a Congress on 
Prophecy in your city. To be sure of 
your choice of dates, we urge that you 
write us promptly. 

Place your order now, too, for the 
book “Understanding the Times” 
which will present the cream of the 
Congress addresses. Price $3.00. 

e And write for free copy of the Mani- 
festo adopted by the Congress, embody- 
ing the unanimous eschatological views 
of 37 outstanding speakers represent- 
ing 16 nationally recognized schools. 











Wajte to Dept. S 
Dr. A. B. Machlin, Executive Director 
AMERICAN ASSOCIATION FOR 
JEWISH EVANGELISM, INC. 
WINONA LAKE, INDIANA 














IN PREPARING 
OR CHRISTIAN SERVICE... 


Let YOUR Next Step 





At MBI, you choose from 
eight basic courses, carefully 
planned to equip you for all 
kinds of Christian service. 
Tuition 1s free. Unlimited op- 
portunities for practical soul- 
winning. 

FREE PICTURE BOOK 


of student life is yours for the asking. 
Also catalog. Write Office of Admis- 
sions, Room S 56-242 


INTERDENOMINATIONAL . . . EVANGELICAL 


MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE 


820 N. LaSalle Street e Chicago 10, Illinois 








THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


every Christian is to consider other 
Christians better than himself. 


There is a great difference, you know, . 


in acting as if you think that other peo- 
ple are better than you are, and really 
believing it. God knows our hearts. 
He knows how we truly feel! But Satan 
whispers to us sometimes; making us 
think that we are really something or 
somebody. 

God wants every Christian to remem- 
ber that we are not to think of how 
good we are. We are not to think that 
we are able to recite our lessons well. 
We are not to think that we can sing 
well. Even if all of these things are 
true about us, it displeases God when we 
think about ourselves in this way. We 
are to remember that everything we 
know, everything we can do, is because 
He has helped us. 

The Lord Jesus wants us to know 
that if we. never expect any honor (that 
is, we really, truly never expect any 
honor to come to us!), we may- be sur- 
prised how praise may come to us. If, 
when God sees’ our hearts, He knows 
that we are doing and saying things 
that we believe will please Him; if He 
sees that we want Him to be honored 
in al] things; if we really, truly do not 
do things just so folks will praise us, 
then God will reward us accordingly. 

We must remember, each of us, every 
day to humble ourselves. And if we do, 
God will give us the necessary help 
(Jas. 4:6). 


Among Us Teachers: Just last week 
(as this is being written), something 
happened that is disturbing indeed. A 
fine Christian woman, a teacher of Pri- 
maries in a church where the Bible 
is loved and believed, was asked if she 
believed that children could be saved. 
Her answer was, “Yes, and no.” 


This seems incredible. Yet we have en- 
countered many, many fine Christians 
who had extreme reservations about the 
ability of children to receive Christ. 
Lest you should be one of them, may 
we urge you to make a study of God’s 
Word, seeking out exactly what it is 
a person must do to be born again. No- 
where will you find that certain things 
must be understood, in order to be saved. 
It is by believing and receiving the Lord 
Jesus Christ that a man or a woman is 
born into God’s family. And children 
are made up of belief. They know what 
it means to receive. Check yourself, my 
dear teacher. Make sure that you be- 
lieve that your children can receive 
the Saviour. Stay on your knees until 
you do believe it! 

LANCASTER, Pa, 
ve 


Anything we do to hinder a child 
from coming to Lhrist greatly displeases 
our dear Lord. He cries to us, “Stand 
off. Let them alone. Let them come to 
Me and forbid them not.”—Spurgeon. 
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This Week’s Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 7) 
. None, so far as the record goes, 
. Three (7:36; 11:37; 14:1). 
. Matthew (Luke 5:29). 
. Emmaus (24:13). 
. A man suffering from dropsy (14: 


or WN 


2). 

6. By referring to the legality of the 
custom of saving an ass or an ox fallen 
into a pit on the Sabbath. 

7. For the practice of rushing after 
places of honor at table. 

8. “He that humbleth himself shall be 
exalted” (v. 11; see Phil. 2:5-11). 

9. A party for the poor and the handi- 
capped (v. 13). 

10. The feast of salvation (v. 21). 

ELmuurstT, ILL, 


yw 
With the New Books 


Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Afch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for postage and handling costs 








Esther—For Such a Time as This. By 
Carl Armerding. (Moody Press, Chicago 
10; 35 cents, paper.) In these ten devo- 
tional expository studies on the Book of 
Esther, Mr. Armerding uses all of the great 
drama, and alongside of its narration, digs 
into the word and phrase meanings, com- 
paring them with those of other Scrip- 
tures and drawing therefrom much inspi- 
ration and encouragement. For example, 
he notes that the Greek translation for 
“gallows” is the word used for the 
“cross” of Christ, in Acts 5:30 and else- 
where, while in the Book of Revelation, 
the same word is translated “tree of 
life.” “Like Haman,” he says, “we de- 
served to die that death of shame and 
loss. But the Lord Jesus died there as 
our substitute. And thus the cross. . 
which was a curse for Him, becomes for 
us ‘the tree of life.” The author has 
used no illustrations other than the 
Bible’s abundant supply. And his vocab- 
ulary has been kept simple. The book’s 
introduction ties the ancient land of 
Persia with present-day, oil-deluged 
Iran. 


The Prophecies of Daniel. By Louis T. 
Talbot, D.D. (Biola Book Room, Los An- 
geles 13; $2.50.) This is the third edi- 
tion of this series of messages, which 
were originally given over the radio 
almost twenty years ago. Many another 
book on prophetic events has become 
outdated in a lesser period of time, but 
Dr. Talbot bears witness that, while the 
world picture has in some senses changed 
tremendously in this time, the rapidly 
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moving march of events has only served 
to emphasize the importance and the 
accuracy of Daniel’s message to our day. 

The author’s style is clear, and he 
constantly insists on the practical appli- 
cation of the prophetic truths to our 
life and ministry today. He considers 
the prophecy of Daniel by chapters, ex- 
plaining the significance of each section, 
and always using the truth proclaimed 
as a basis for an appeal for the accept- 
ance of Christ, or the living of a holy 
and fruitful life. A chart is used to illus- 
trate the major teachings of the book, 
and a separate illustration introduces 
each chapter. This new edition will 
certainly receive the same hearty wel- 
come that was given to the work when 
it first appeared. 


The Sacred Tenth. By Henry Lansdell. 
(Baker Book House, Grand Rapids 6, 


Mich., $7.) The subject of tithing is 
exhaustively treated in this work. 
Nearly 700 pages of material, orig- 


in two volumes, are 
available in this new reprint, one- 
volume edition. The practice of ac- 
knowledging God with a tithe is traced 
in great detail from the earliest times te 
the beginning of the twentieth century. 
Included are studies of the teaching and 
practice among the pagans: the Egyp- 
tjans, the Babylonians, the Persians, the 
Arabians, the Greeks, the Romans; tith- 
ing in the Old Testament, the Apocrypha, 
the Talmud, and the New Testament; 
tithing during post-Biblical times in the 
churches in various countries through 
the centuries up to the early 1900's. This 
extensive analysis of tithing principles 
and practices is at once an exposition 
of an important Biblical theme, a spe- 
cialized approach to the history of pa- 
ganism, Judaism, and Christianity, and 
a challenge to the reader to take God at 
His word concerning the obligation to 
tithe and the blessings to be derived 
therefrom. 


inally published 


The Alpha and the Omega. By Paul 
Erb. (Herald Press, Scottdale, Pa., $2.50.) 
The details of eschatology have sep- 
arated us and continue to do so; the 
main emphases of eschatology should 
and can unite us: such is the viewpoint 
of the writer whose intention in this 
volume is wholly irenic. Believing that 
the Second Coming is a certainty, and 
that the Church should focus attention 
on our eternal Home, and not on the 
presence or absence of porches leading 
to that Home, he gives eight reasons for 
the necessity of Christ’s bodily return. 
With most of his arguments few will 
quarrel, but many will find his attitude 
a bit naive. The author is mildly pre- 
millennial, but evidently does not see 
that much of the heat in eschatological 
controversy is not over eschatology but 
over principles of interpretation. If es- 
chatology could be divorced from her- 
meneutics much more objectivity could 
be achieved; but as long as one feels 
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the other is handling the Word falsely, 
the argument will continue to rage. If 
the author had tackled this problem, he 
might have made some strides toward 
the attaining of his cherished purpose. 
In short, not the details of eschatology, 
but the hermeneutics of eschatologists 
separate us. The volume, as it is, is a 
helpful review of major Biblical truths 
in this field. It should prove a blessing 


to those who want a stress on the main | 


facts, and not the minor theories. 


The Quest for Truth. By Theodore 
Dierks, D.D. (Northwestern Pub. House, 
Milwaukee 8, Wis., $2.50.) A young min- 
isterial student, confused by the argu- 
ments of unbelief, is on the verge of 
giving up his calling. A kindly pastor 
leads him from doubt to certainty. In 
the discussion, many prevalent objec- 
tions to the Bible and its doctrines are 
answered. At the end of the volume, the 
young man announces his intention of 
entering seminary. The author quotes 
from competent, modern scholars who 
are on the side of the Bible. He has 
written his book with the problems of 
young people in mind, and they, as well 
as more mature readers, will profit from 
this defense of the truth. ° 


" 
The Resurrected Saints 


(Continued from second page) 


Jairus’ daughter, of Lazarus, and of the 
man who ‘revived and stood upon his 
feet,” on his dead body touching the 
bones of Elisha (2 Kings 13:21)—which 
were mere temporary recallings of the 
departed spirit to the mortal body, to 
be followed by a final departure of it 
‘till the trumpet shall sound.’ But this 
was a resurrection once for all, to life 
everlasting; and so there is no room to 
doubt that they went to glory with their 
Lord, as bright trophies of His victory 
over death.”"—Jamieson, Fausset and 
Brown Commentary. 


we 


The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, January 22 


Is Jealousy Ever Christian? 
(Luke 15:11-32) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 


Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 


6¢ FEALOUSY” is a word in the Eng- 

lish language that is often mis- 
takenly used interchangeably with 
“envy.” In the strict sense their mean- 
ings are quite different. Jealousy is 
really a desire to hold on to, or to keep, 
what one has, combined with an anxious 
fear of losing it, or with the feeling 


728 S Witherspoon Building 
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“FRIENDS OF ISRAEL” 
—IN DEED 


—through a world-wide Gospe! and re- 
lief ministry among the Jews 


Our Fé 


28 missionaries laboring in the 
United States, Great Britain, Bel- 
gium, Germany, Israel, India and 
Argentina. 


Our Deeds 


Personal witness, Bible classes, as- 
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semblies of Jewish believers 
Distribution of excellent Christian 
literature 

Work among children, open air meet- 
ings, summer camps and retreats 
Relief in many forms for the poor, 
the hungry, and the persecuted for 
the Lord’s sake 


Sound in doctrine, in methods, and 
in business administration 
Independent, undenominational, 
honoring the Lord 

Commanding the respect and the 
loyalty of discerning Christians 


Opportunities for preaching the 
a 
Gospel are greater than ever. 


Hungry, homeless, destitute Hebrew 
Christians, helpless and orphaned 
children, look to us for rescue. 


We earnestly invite your prayers, your 
devotion and support. 


Sample copy of ISRAEL MY GLORY, 
outstanding missionary publication, sent 
free to all who love the Lord and His 
cause. 


THE FRIENDS OF ISRAEL 
Missionary and Relief Society, Inc. 


General Secretary: Rev. Victor Buksbazen 
Philadelphia 7, Pa. 


Canada: Rev. Bruce Millar 
1066 Avenue Road, Toronto 12, Ontario 


Dear Friends of Israel: 


1 am sending enclosed for your ministry 
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NAME 





ADDRESS 
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Meus Pocket-size 
WEEKLY for YOUTH 


Beginning with the January 1 issue, STRAIGHT 
has a brand-new look! We've made it pocket- 
size so it’s easier to take home to .read and 
study during the week. There are more fea- 
tures, too, like Straight Thinking, which gives a 
brief devotional with Scripture reference for 
each day in the week, a planned activity or 
project for every week, and a variety of timely 
articles. A grand total of 32 pages literally 
packed with material for building Christian char- 
acter. And there’s lots of bright color! 

Long-time favorites The Workshop and Friend- 
ship Circle, as well as inspiring programs, chal- 
lenging fiction and timely articles, continue to 
highlight this popular magazine. Teen-agers will 
love every page of STRAIGHT because it speaks 
their language and tells of the things that inter- 
est them. Only 35c. per quarter in quantities. 


Free samples on request 


STANDARD PUBLISHING 





Cincinnati 31, Ohio 





When answering advertisements please 
mention THe SunpDAyY ScHOOL TIMEs. 
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with 


CHRISTIAN 
SCHOLAR 





WHEATON SUMMER 
BIBLE LANDS CRUISE 

SAILS JUNE 20, 1956 
Lectures on ship. 6-week trip, 3 weeks in Bible 
Lands. Adequate time. Conducted by Professor of 
Bible at Wheaton College. College credit optional. 
The ‘‘Trip of a Lifetime,’’ for people of all ages. 

SEND TODAY Dr. Joseph P. Free, Dept. 7.7 


for descriptive Director, Wheaton Cruises 
bulletin to: Wheaton College, Wheaton, Ill, 








A Little Kit of Teachers’ Tools 
By Philip E. Howard, Sr. 


Thousands of copies of this 72-page book- 
let, attractively bound with blue paper 
cover, have been placed in the hands of 
busy Sunday school teachers and Christian 
workers. Ten chapters of instruction and 
inspirational reading await you. 


40 cents, postpaid. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO. 
325 N. 13th Street Philadelphia 5 

















Cash In On EVERY Occasion 
with MIDWEST Greeting Cards 
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ae Valentine 
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Midwest Card Ce., 1113 Washington Ave., Dept. 674H St. Louis 1, Mo. 
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The International Board of Jewish Missions has been asked 
to represent the Society for Distributing the Holy Scriptures 
to the Jews, of London England, to promote the distribution 
of Bi-Lingual New Testaments in North and South America. 
These Testaments are now available in Hebrew-English and 
Hebrew-Spanish, with Hebrew-French and Hebrew-Dutch edi- 
tions in preparation. Because of the Jew’s reverence for 
Hebrew, “the holy language”, 
accepted and read by Jews who would not touch an English or 
Spanish Testament. They are proving “mighty unto salvation”. 
We need your prayers and encouragement as we undertake this chal- 
lenging responsibility. Continue to pray for our missionaries as they seek 
to win “the lost sheep of the House of Israel” in many parts of the world. 
Gifts to the Board are income tax deductable. 
Dr. Jacob Gartenhaus, President Rev. Robert G. Lee, Ph.D., Chairman, Advisory Council 


international Board of Jewish Missions, Inc. Dept. S Box 1256 Atlante 1, Ge. 


the Bi-Lingual Testaments are 
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of anger toward or mistrust in another 
who may be intruding upon what we 
feel are our rights. Envy usually means 
chagrin or discontent because of the ex- 
cellence or good fortune of another; or 
a desire to have that which another pos- 
sesses. Neither of these attitudes can be 
included in the “fruit of the Spirit,” as 


described in Galatians 5:22. In fact, one 
of them, “envyings,” is listed among “the 
works of the flesh” (Gal. 5:19-21), and 


the other can certainly be included 
among such “works,” even though it is 
not specifically named. 
we 

But some of us will recall that the 
Bible sometimes uses the term “jeal- 
ousy” in connection with God. In Exo- 
dus 20:5; for example, we read, “For 
I the Lord thy God am a jealous God,” 
Such a use of the word “jealous” is 
called an “anthropopatheia,” or ascribing 
to God what belongs to human and ra- 
tional beings, irrational creatures, or in- 
animate things. Used in such a way, 
“jealousy” speaks of God’s concern that 
man should honor, worship, and obey 
Him, because, only in this way, can they 
enjoy the blessings He has for them. 
When they turn from Him and worship 
or honor any other person or thing be- 
fore Him, men deprive themselves of 
God’s blessings and bring down upon 
themselves suffering and judgment. 

4 

is also the use of the word 
“jealous” in a good sense in connection 
with man. It is found in Elijah’s state- 
ment, in 1 Kings 19:10, where he says, 
“I have been very jealous for the Lord.” 
Here the word has the sense of “zeal- 


There 


ous,” or concern for God’s honor and 
glory. 
ve 
However, in most cases our jealousy 


stems from selfishness. We do not want 
anyone else to be as popular as we are; 
or we do not want to share our friends 
with others; or we resent someone be- 
ing chosen for a position in our society 
or at school instead of us; or we do not 
wish to share the solo work in the choir 
with another. Jealousy not only causes 
us personal unhappiness, but it may 
actually warp our thinking to the place 
where we imagine that others are en- 
deavoring to take from us certain honors 
or rights that we look upon as our own, 
and jealousy can thus pave the way for 
actual hatred and false accusation. 
we 

God’s remedy for jealousy is to “es- 
teem other better than themselves,” and 
to “look not every man on his own 
things, but every man also on the things 
of others” (Phil. 2:3, 4). Like conquer- 
ing “getting even,” about which we 
thought last week, getting the victory 
over jealousy is not to be had merely 
by determining to esteem others better 
than ourselves or to look upon the things 
of others rather than our own things. 
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All the will power in the world is in- 
sufficient when jealousy presents itself. 
The way to victory lies through surren- 
der—surrender to the Lord Jesus Christ 
and Jetting His mind be in us (Phil. 2:5). 
Only then can the fruit of the Spirit 
be produced in our hearts and lives, and 
jealousy be defeated. 
My will is not my own - 
Till Thou hast made it Thine; 
If it would reach the monarch’s throne 
It must its crown resign: 
It only stands unbent, 
Amid the clashing strife, 
When on Thy bosom it has leant, 
And found in Thee its life, 
PHILADELPHIA. 
@ . 


Things a Christian Should Know 
(Continued from page 5) 


fruitful, and we shall also have the joy 
of seeing them answered, often to a de- 
gree far above our expectations. 

Our loving Father, we praise Thee 
for the privilege of prayer and for 
Thy faithfulness in hearing us and 
granting us our petitions as they are 
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offered in accordance with Thy will. 
Teach us to pray more believingly 
and to understand Thy will more 
clearly that our prayer life may be- 
come more effective to the glory of 
Thy holy name. We ask it through 
our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen, 


(To be continued) 
we 


For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


@ 
Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lessen Committee. 


January 16 to 22 


Mon.—Luke 14:1-14, E 
The Lord of the Lowly. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Friend, go up 
higher.” The Lord looks at all hearts. 
He looks for the Christlike grace of 
humility in His people, in order that 
He may reward that personal affection. 
Pride and vainglory cause God to put 
men low; but humility moves Him to 
say to the lowly, “Come up higher!” 
God takes notice of the first act of our 
taking a low seat in -the presence of 
people. If we please God by the exer- 
cise of humility, He will praise and 
honor us. And if God honors, of what 
value are those we receive from men? 
Pray for Christlike lowliness of mind. 


Tues.—Luke 14:15-24, 
The Gospel for All. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Compel them to 
come in, that my house may be filled.” 
Heaven is spacious enough to house 
everybody. And since the blood of 
Jesus Christ, God’s Son, was shed for 
the sins of the whole world, let every- 
body be given the Lord’s invitation to 
the eternal Gospel feast. The compul- 
sion to respond to the Lord’s invita- 
tion, that souls must feel, must reach 
them through us. While the human in- 
strument voices the invitation, power 
from on high is needed to compel peo- 
ple to respond to the appeal. Pray for 
power to accompany the preached Word 
in your church, 


Wed.—Romans 2:1-11, 
God Shows No Partiality. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “There is no re- 
spect of persons with God.” God's deal- 
ings are fully equitable. He favors no 
faction. His judgments are equal and 
righteous. Evil seeds beget evil fruits 
in both saints and sinners. Saints smart 
and sinners suffer for their sins and 
follies. No special favors are handed 
out to the guilty. “Whatsoever a man 
soweth, that shall he also reap” (Gal. 
6:7). Pray constantly, “Deliver us from 
evil.” 
Thurs.—Luke 14:25-33. Bearing the Cross, 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “And whosoever 
doth not bear his cross, and come after 
me, cannot be my disciple.” It was dif- 
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Do You Make 


these Mistakes 


in ENGLISH? 


MANY PERSONS say “between you 
and I” instead of “between you and 
me”’—or use “who” for “whom”, 
Every time you speak or write F rang 
show what you are. Mistakes in 

lish reveal lack of education, refine- 
ment. Real command of English will 
help you reach any goal. 

win +y BA ‘a Rasta ane” ten Sherwin Cody 
can actually SEE your English improve. 





thousands ,' dollars every See what 

method can do for you; it costs s nothing to ant < cut. Write 
now for wy “nook ° “How You Can Master Good English 
in 15 Minutes a Day."’ Sherwin Cod \ gua in English, 
821 Central Drive, Port Washington, N. 


byw te 
821 Central Drive, Port Washington, W.Y. = 
Send me (without Can Master Gd 

book. “‘How You 

English in 15 Minutes a Day.’ 

agent will call. 








OO tf 18 years or under, check here 
for Booklet A 
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Evangelical Believing in and 
teaching the basic doctrines of the 
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Practical Concise treatment, logi- 
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plans—primary through adult 
62nd annual edition $2.00 
At your favorite religious bookstore 
or Dept. T-2 
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God’s Other Children 


YOU may share in the joy of transforming 
children, hungry in- body and soul, into 
healthy, happy believers in our Lord Jésus 


trays this miracle of God's grace. 
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George E. Hedberg, Executive Director 
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ficult for many in Christ’s day to obey 
this command. It involves self-denial 
and dissolving unholy partnerships 
everywhere and for everyone now, as 
it did then. The cost must be counted 
by everyone. But let it be remembered 
that it costs a great deal more, yes, in- 
finitely more, not to be an all-out dis- 
ciple of ‘the Lord Jesus Christ. Our 
Lord has-only one rule for discipleship; 
and this text from His lips ought to 
settle the matter for every one of us. 
Pray that we may have, through re- 
vival in churches, a much better grade 
of believers. 


Fri.—John 4:7-14. The Soul’s Thirst. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Living water.” 
The woman of Samaria had soul thirst 
and did not know it until the Lord 
probed her conscience. Then she saw 
that she needed more than physical sat- 
isfactions. Similarly today, only those 
who are awakened to their guiltiness 
in sin, will want the gift that only Christ 
can give, and that satisfies the deepest 


‘needs of the sinner’s heart. Had our 


Lord not touched upon the woman’s sin, 
she would never have wanted the “liv- 
ing water” made available to her by the 
world’s only Saviour. Pray that the 
secret of getting souls to find Christ and 
His water of life may be discovered by 
His modern, unsuccessful disciples. 


Sat.—Matthew 25:31-40. 
Good Tidings for the Poor. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Inasmuch as ye 
have done it unto one of the least of 
these my brethren, ye have done it unto 
me.” It is dangerous to go by our own 
judgment in our dealings with people. 
Our only safe course is to let the Lord 
Jesus Christ, who came to minister to 
the poor and needy, teach us how to 
live and act among the sons of men. 
Visitation of the sick, and the prisoners, 
the needy, and the lowly is never pleas- 
ant, but it is wise and good and profitable 
(see Jas. 1:27). Pray that your way of 
life shall be directed more by the wis- 
dom of God than by the whims of your 
own mind. 


Sun.—John 10:7-11. — 
The Abundant Life. 


Prayer SuccEsTIONs: “I am come 
that they might have life, and that 
they might have it m6re abundantly.” 
The life Christ came to impart is life 
through the Spirit. Spiritual life re- 
stored, lost in theFall, called in Scrip- 
ture, “the water of life,” is the high- 
est and best and most gloriously deep- 
ening life that can be known. “Like 
a river glorious” is the life of God in 
a soul, It enlarges with the years and 
through eternity. Christ living in the 
soul by faith satisfies, enriches, en- 
ables the soul forever. Does Christ 
live in you? then grow up in Him 
every day and all through life. Pray 
to be a deeper, wider channel for the 
grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
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